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the insurgent 


The Insurgent is a newspaper in 
the Eugene-Springfield, Oregon com- 
munity. We are unaffiliated with any 
partisan organization. We seek to pro- 
vide a forum for those working towards 
a society free from oppression based 
on class, gender, sexual orientation, 
ethnicity, race, species and free from 
the threat of ecological collapse. 


Editorial: 


Hi Insurgent readers! 

Another school year has begun, and we are starting it off with a bang. A few of us here have spent a good 
chunk of our summers to bring you 19.1, the first issue of the year. This issue has a wide array of material in it. 
from the stories of Eugene’s homeless population, to the deforestation practices of the University, to an enormous 
article about climate convergence, to the inhumane practices of U.S. prisons, to arguments for impeachment, and 
oh so much more to chose from. We hope you enjoy the read. Also check out the news brief section to your right 
for Duck-Activation, a series of workshops for new and old activists here at the University. This event was orga- 
nized by your very own Student Insurgent, so come check it out! 

We are ecstatic to get the ball rolling this year. This paper is an amazing resource here on campus. It is a 
totally empowering way to express yourself, especially when our lives are so bombarded with mainstream media 
and advertisements. It is of vital importance that alternative perspectives to corporate propaganda exist. We want 
this paper to be the best it can be, and we need more people to join our collective. So dear radicals, | invite you to 
the first meeting of the year, Monday, September 24th, at 5:00 in the survival center. The survival center is located 
in Suite 1 of the EMU, next to the Craft Center and across the way from the Women’s Center. Come check us out 
and work on the most radical newspaper here at U of O. : 


Subscriptions to the Insurgent 
are $15 a year by mail. The Insurgent 
is distributed freely to UO students, the 
community, and prisoners. 


Love, 
Your Insurgents 
PS. Is anyone else totally appalled by the new parking lot in what was once a field behind Knight library? 


CALLING ALL RADICALS, ARTISTS, ANARCHISTS, 
FEMINISTS, GENDER FUCKERS, DIYers, AND YOU! 
COME JOIN THE PARTY! 

T-Shirt Making Party during a general meeting on Oct. Ist 
Meetings are on Monday's at 5:00 in the Survival Center 


Submissions...The Insurgent 
encourages its readers and supporters 
to submit news and feature articles, 
short fiction and poetry, cultural crit- 
icism, theory, reviews, etc. Graphics, 
cartoons, and photos are more than 
welcome. Graphics can be submitted 
by themselves or with written pieces. 
All submissions must be 2,001 words 
or less. 


We reserve the right to edit 
anything and everything we recieve for 
grammar, clarity, or length. All articles, 
with the exception of unsigned Edi- 
torials, reflect the view of their authors 
and not the rest of us. 


Address: 
EMU, Suite One 

University of Oregon 

Eugene, OR 97403-1228 
Phone : 541.346.3716 

Fax : 541.346.0620 

Email: sialtmedia@hotmail.com 


THOUGHT 
CRimé 
PATROL 


Collective: 
Jessica Brown John Walsh 
Cimmeron Gillespie Isobel Charlé 
Sam Whitehill Lindy Shelton 
Natty Clucas Dave Flaherty 
Lydia Keehn Eric Devin 
Max Smoot Katie Weidman 
Don Goldman Damian Kemp 


Contributors: 
Rashid Johnson 
Marcus Mayorga 
Emma Gunson-Anderson 
Jack Dresser 

Ben-Gurion the Mysterion 
Mad Mother 
Enrique Molinero 


by Rashid 


News Briefs: _ Table o’ Contents 


Duck-Activation!! 


By Cimmeron Gillespie Ee b \ { 
rT M r ee eee ee | 
Welcome back! The new year is beginning Over yy a Cus ayo 2 
and so are the campaigns for many issues. The 
Student Insurgent is putting together a couple of ° ‘ 
seminars and en ali around good time in Duck Ac- Editorial Ne fo 
tivation. The Activation is our plan to help offer WAed eage Ta neta dice Mie Sago ad eter Cod a 
all students the opportunity to get involved. YOU 
are invited +o PARTIC/PATE! 


The events start Saturday, September i Ge | 3 
29%, the first weekend back to school. Duck Duc Activation! eeeeeeveeeseseseeeeeeneeeseees 
Activation starts at 10 am, and the nonstop action 

continues until 5pm There will be a civil disobe- E 

‘dience training, recycling workshops, an intro- ] 

duction to all the student UNIONS, and to finish Home essness In PUSene 
it off a protest to show off your skills. So bring - 

yourself, some picket signs, a Mug of coffee and 


(et et active! ae 
py a eaconias starts in the EMU (middle of vie PR SOGIICHG. g22 sos ooss esses ci cats cD 


campus), in the Gumwood room for a Civil disobe- 
dience training. In the Alsea there will be a recycling pemsenter oni 
workshop. At noon, the workshops will break for lunch, during whic = | S . d 6 
there will be @ tour of the EMU’s student UNIONS. Come stop by the Mi tar y CEVIGE an Art. eeeeeeeeeseeeeese 
ASUO, Survival Center, Women’s Center, Men’s Center, MCC, and MANY 
more. After the eat n’ greet, the workshops will resume. The following 
day will have more workshops in the East Lawn of the EMU, and will . 2 
conclude in @ March Service and Impeach Cont'd...........7 
There are so Many groups and so many opportunities; this is 
a fast track to getting everyone involved to make a difference at the 
University of Oregon. So come on downs be you a duck or duckling, and t ° U risons 
experience the awesome power of student action! Get involved, meet ef S §-9 
new contacts, or meet Up with old ones. This is going to rock. From Or ul c In : - p weer e £08 M8 £0: 8.850 2 
dorm, apartment, hotel, or boarding house, this is a powerful oppor- 
tunity to come get involved and make a difference at the epee R : 1 
The student groups are a powerful, but chronically underutilized func- fi eo 0 
tion at the U of Oo. So + is time +o sake advantage of these valuable e€sources Or pI ISOQUGCES ee eee 
resources. 
The Gumwood is accessible via the staircase kitty-corner to the 
Fishbowl (in the EMU). Go up one Right of stairs, take a left, and keep h 2 h ] 
g°iING straight. The Alsea is in the corridor adjacent +o the sky bridge, AG Cc Free Range Myt eceoeeneeeeeeeseeese 1 


on the west most sidee Wales inate SOT 


ae ae eee Ciifiate-Convereencers 12913 


wo 
eG 


sain are Pe Hatnite Creek A R ° J 1] 4 ] 5 
wih dees in Wanni b hid Joh ~ 
anaes ATT OY Kashid JonnNson............ 

tia, California. Tree-sitters are : 

fighting to protect these ancient 


_ trees from logging. Spooner and nee 

: Grandma are the names given +o Climate Convergence. eeeeeeeeesece l 6 ] 8 
the two massive trees that live 
just ete LS Nanning Creek e = 
watershed. Spooner is over #2 
weumveerersaeenmm 13cn-Gurion the Mysterion...........19 
Grandma is a enormous tree 
attached to her twin, Grandpa. 


peeenmenarevewmmms 1. Cd (nion State Prison................20 


Fucker” on Spooner, and then 
tried to scrape off the words 
after photos were circulated. 
Raiders arrested several OST) Oo) REIS eer ene cee 
people, cut down platforms, - 
traverses and living spaces, and 
left food and supplies scattered 
oo manos Att by Marcus Mayorga. 22 
ate ters are especially upset that eeseeee e@eeeeee 
ee | j raiders left the mess, since they 
Estrictly adhere to the guiding principle of 
a leaving only footprints”. Pacific Lumber MAD h 23 
employees and cops are now blockading mot ee 
entrances to the treesit and the towns 
of Scotia and Rio Dell are “crawling with 


a OIE OOK REVICW........ccccccccececeeeeee 24-25 


desperately needed for the remaining 
tree-sitters. Humboldt Forest Defense 


Momunminnnmaneummem | TCes at UO.............................26-27 


heir websites urges people to contact 
HFD before attempting to locate the 
+reesit. 


Art by Emma Gunson-Anderson..28 


A tree cut in Nanning Creek 
Both pics from www.wesavetrees.org 
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.would have waited 
‘longer to have a kid 
and didn’t marry the 


The Underclass: Stories of Eugene's Homeless Population 


As citizens and students we need to 
remember that while we have privilege and can 
afford college, many are not so lucky. In our 
nation today, many valid members of society are 
forced to live in squalor and extreme poverty. 
Some of their stories are below. Many are sad, 
but all promise to show us what we need to 
change in our society. Many people declined 
comment; many simply said leave. Here are a 
handful of the stories of those that would talk 
to me. 

One couple with a small infant dis- 
cussed their Life. Daniel and-Heather are both 
from Eugene. When asked about how they see 
the world, Daniel said, “I see it as multi- 
versatile, where everyone has their own thing 
going on”. He expressed a disconnect in so- 
ciety. Heather replied to the same question. 
She said, “There are too many screwed up guys 
trashing on the earth, contributing to global 
warming. There are too many guys trashing on 
women, that’s the 
problem.” Since the 
couple had a kid, 
they got married, and 
both remarked that 
they wished they had 
waited. When asked 
if they could change 
something in their 
lives Heather re- 
sponded, “I wish I 


first guy I fell in 
love with”. Daniel 
began talking of how 
there is inequality, 
and how people need 
to be given equal op- 
portunities in life. 
“TI would change the government, everything 
would be fair, all individuals would be equal.” 

The people out in the world today are i in, 
ough situations. With funding going to wars, 
the aid to the poor is diminished. With un- 
employment up, the number of homeless people 
across the nation has been rising. In urban 
areas there has been a movement to “clean up 
the streets”, and the effort has worked. In 
some cities across America the homelessness 
population has dropped by nearly 30 percent! 
This sounds great except that the counts fre- 
quently don’t include minors. In addition, 
these counts cannot actually find all the people 
who are homeless. While the efforts show a 
positive trend in America, homelessness remains 
pervasive in many areas. 

Those the aid doesn’t reach are in dire 
straights to survive. The daily struggle for 
life often causes neglect of personal hygiene, 
which compounds problems of housed citizens 
avoiding homeless persons. It can also lead 
to health: problems. As homelessness itself is 
a symptom of our nation’s ignorance, ill plan- 
ning and poor fiscal decisions, so too is the 
suffering of individuals a symptom of citizens 
complacency. 

The institutions nationwide designed to 
help the homeless are frequently ill equipped, 
or cause the force of religion to be shoved 
down the individual’s throat. If a person must 
swear and pray to god to receive aid from a 
Mission, is that not at best bribing people 
into becoming Christian? Are people who are 
withheld food or bed because they do not take 
prayer being blackmailed into Christian-Like 
behavior? Is this the solution that we de- 
sire as a nation? “The churches are locked, 
blocking the poor, needy and hungry that need 
help,” one woman remarked about the Mission and 
churches. 

“The US is a simple ugly nation, ne- 
glecting elderly and youth; the government 
keeps people from dignity and respect,” says 
Sue, originally from California. Sue says she 
calls the Earth her home now. “The US has over- 
imposed laws, taking away the right to equal 


opportunity, they are oppressing the poor. 

They [the police], lock the bathroom doors open 
at night, anyone can walk in while you are us- 
ing a stall, its not private, its not safe! If 
you sleep on grass it’s fine, but if you have a 
blanket, it’s camping and you get a ticket,” 
she said. When asked if she could change some- 
thing in her life she replied, “I would change 
that I hear God a little closer, and that I 
could help people”. 

The people living on the streets and 
under trees that fight for everyday life are 
shunned by society. As a society we have done 
some little things on occasion. There are 
solutions available without spending tremen- 
dous amounts. Three percent of the national 
military budget, if converted to helping the 
homeless could provide heating, food, and water 
purifiers at consistent locations. A phone bank 
with callback numbers could aid people in find- 
ing sess Sp ah How about using the space in 

et municipal buildings, 
which would otherwise 
be closed at night, to 
house the homeless? 
Every city, county, and 
state has buildings, 
and most areas have 
schools. ALl of these 
buildings could be used. 
If homeless people were 
let in, they would be 
given consistent shel- 
ter, and with a little 
. monitoring could im- 
prove the safety of “the 
streets”. In Eugene, 
a school “in the River 
Road district was demol- 
ished. This building 
could have been used for 
housing or as a community center. But appar- 
ently the school district would rather make the 
Land commercial. Sue proposed an idea of her 


- own, “[I would] have a house where people could 


get away from drugs and addiction, get off the 
street”. While many people believe that home- 
less people live on the streets and do drugs; 
this is largely false. Many couldn’t if they 
wanted to because drugs cost money (which if 
you are homeless you don’t have a tremendous 
amount of). 

Simple acts, which can make life more 
tolerable, are denied to homeless people. 
Simple greetings such as hello, hi, 
how are you, are frequently passed 
above the homeless population. These 
simple phrases, or an act of giving 
food, can make living easier for an 
individual. The road sign “any- 
thing helps” may be more true than 
you know, and even a wish of Luck 
is better than nothing. Sue talked 
of a dream for a better future, “ 
all humans should have higher liv- 
ing standards, we shouldn’t glorify 
beauty or ugliness and we should 
spend time with children”. 

While talking to a group 
of homeless people who requested 
anonymity, they reflected upon their 
situation: “[The police] oppress the 
poor with unconstitutional tick- 
ets. The homeless are treated like 
slaves, not humans!” The abuses of 
the police go Largely unreported, 
because who do you report police to 
— the police! One individual said, 
“even if we could report some of 
the atrocities, who would believe 
us, who would even Listen?” This 
sentiment was echoed many times 
over. Another person chimed in with, 
“you have a right to be treated with 
dignity. Not every cop is corrupt or 
cruel, but the department is, the 
system is.” 


By: Cimmeron Gillespie 


“If I could do something, I would have 
a house, where the love of God is shown, not 
crammed down your throat. You can't get into 
the mission without going into bible study. 
Lets provide washing machines for clothes, and 
wash areas for people. Why can’t money go into 
housing and schools? It’s never put into ac- 
tion,” said Sue. A society which doesn’t look 
after its own is no society, but just indi- 
viduals, fighting for themselves! Sue spoke 
of the worst on the streets,“I have been as- 
saulted, raped four times, I felt devalued. It 
takes love to restore value, if a city doesn’t 
have values, you don’t have a city! You can’t 
choose what people have value, or you lose 
people.” 

When asking about the worth of a people, 


* or a decision, we cannot ignore the human cost 


of not investing. The homelessness, the suf- 
fering, the terrible injustice which occurs of 
the streets every day, this is no one person’s 
fault, no one person’s problem. Rather it be- 
longs to all of us. We all must own the prob- 
lem of suffering or we all must suffer as a so- 
ciety. “Money doesn’t provide anything, define 
what it means for success~ did I help people, 
or did I have money. Did I help the lady cross 
the street give food, it’s the little things 
that make people, knowing what goes on and what 
people need. That is success,” said Sue. 

Virtually every person who was inter- 
viewed expressed a desire for a more equitable 
society, with chances for all its citizens. How 
can anyone call a country just, who willingly @ 
ignores the suffering of it’s people? Life 
Will likely never be perfect, but we need to 
look after those who have little or no means to 
provide for themselves. 

When asked about the cost of housing 
people, perhaps we should ask what the cost is 
when we don't. When we Leave somebody out, 
when we abandon someone so completely, then 
we are surprised they break laws! Why should 
anyone whom society has abandoned follow that 
society’s laws? If we want a law-abiding popu- 
lace, then lets care for one another and look 
after each other. When we stop caring about 
those in need, how can we expect care when we 
are in need? In the words of the University of 
Oregon’s own Scotty Gilmore: “Build a home”. 
One quote at the end of the day sums up all the 
suffering: “It’s a lot to bear out here”. The 


real question here is, will you help carry the 
Load? 


Want an Insurgent T-shirt? Come to our T-Shirt making party on Monday, October Ist, 
at 5:30 in Suite 1 of the EMU! Feel free to bring your own shirts to decorate with Insur- 


gent propaganda. Some shirts will be provided but may be limited. 


The Chorus for Impeachment is Growing 
Jack Dresser, Ph.D. 


[ am a behavioral scientist, not a lawyer, and from a psychological perspective I am deeply disturbed by the 
antisocial behaviors of the Bush administration and its foreign policy. It has established the United States 
as an international outlaw, a nation that behaves like a bully and a spoiled, self-important child, somehow 
entitled to ignore and violate international laws, treaties and standards of conduct. Bush and Cheney are 
compulsive gamblers driven to keep gambling until they lose everything, and have been daring us to im- 
peach them for years. 


But psychological disturbance and antisocial behavior are insufficient legal foundation for impeachment, so I 
rely here primarily on the Constitutional and evidentiary foundations developed by former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark, University of Illinois law professor Francis Boyle from his book, Destroying World Order, 
former Congresswoman Elizabeth Holtzman who served on the House Judiciary Committee that drafted 
Articles of Impeachment against President Nixon, National Lawyers Guild President Marjorie Cohen, and 
House Judiciary Committee Chair John Conyers (D, MI) who filed House Resolution 635 in December 2005 
documenting the case for impeachment of President Bush in a 182-page document with 1,022 footnotes. 


After disclosure of the administration’s warrantless electronic eavesdropping on American citizens over 
a year ago, the “I” word (Impeachment), began appearing in public discourse. For those who view these 
developments with alarm as “unpatriotic,” another president had something to say: “To announce that there 
must be no criticism of the President, or that we are to stand by the President right or wrong, is not only un- 
patriotic and servile, but is morally treasonable to the American public” Teddy Roosevelt wrote this in 1918. 


Even Arlen Specter, the Republican Chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee last summer, ventured on ABC’s 
This Week that impeachment would be a remedy for violation of the 1978 FISA law (and, not incidentally, 

the Fourth Amendment of the United States Constitution). “After impeachment,” he added, “you could have 

a criminal prosecution.” However, he quickly continued with “the principal remedy under our society is to 
pay a political price.” Many of us strongly disagree. I believe that impeachment is not only the best but an 
absolutely necessary remedy to satisfy the demands of justice, restore our national integrity, expose and crush 


the forces now undermining our Constitutional government, and attempt to regain the trust and respect of the 
world. 


Last year Elizabeth Holtzman published an article in The Nation entitled, “The Impeachment of George W. 
Bush.” Holtzman was a member of the House Judiciary Committee that brought three Articles of Impeach- 
ment against President Nixon. The same three Articles would apply against Mr. Bush, plus another eight. 
Holtzman describes several grounds for impeachment of the entire administration. The Constitution provides 
for impeachment not only of the President but “all civil officers of the United States” accused of “treason, 
bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors”. 


Holtzman also describes the compelling reasons for doing so. “High crimes and misdemeanors,” she 
explained, is an 18"-century term meaning crimes that endanger our Constitutional system of government. 


President Bush has committed a long series of such high crimes tha 
sn ts eee aE ela Pee < = 


place in jeopardy the foi 


ndations of o1 
u ANGa 


It is important to recognize that fmpeaching Bush will not simply leave us with Cheney. Article II, Section 4 
of the Constitution provides for impeachment of the whole cabal together, naming each “officer of the United 
States” involved in each offense charged. 


Legal scholar Joseph Isenberg, writing in the Yale Law & Policy Review, explains further that in England and 
early colonial Ameri@a impeachment was imposed for corruption, maladministration, and endangering the 
safety of the state. These earlier grounds for impeachment have been the norm for the Bush administration. 
For corruption, consider Cheney’s secretly crafted energy bill written by the energy industry, the Medicare 
prescription drug plan written by the pharmaceutical companies, the no-bid Halliburton contracts issued be- 
fore the Iraq invasion and their subsequent outrageous waste of taxpayer dollars, and other flagrant corruption 
and cronyism. For maladministration, consider the Katrina debacle and other gross incompetence by political 
hacks appointed to critical government positions. For state endangerment, consider the Iraq morass with 
inadequate troops and armor, over 3,500 Americans dead, and Islamic terrorist recruitment mushrooming as a- 
result of Iraq, with a tripling of worldwide terrorist attacks from 2004 to 2005 after which the State Depart- 
ment ceased their annual reports. 


“The Case for Impeachment” by Harper’s editor Lewis Lapham in March 2006 decried the typically abject 
failure of the American press to report HR 635. Lapham asked Conyers why he would bother with a Repub- 
lican-controlled House. Conyers’ response is worth quoting: “To take away the excuse that we didn’t know. 
So that years from now, if somebody should ask, “Where were you, Conyers, and where was the United States 
Congress?’ when the Bush administration declared the Constitution inoperative and revoked the license of 
parliamentary government, none of the company now present can plead ignorance or temporary insanity, 

can say that ‘somehow it escaped our notice’ that the President was setting himself up as a supreme leader 
exempt from the rule of law.” And yet the Democratic House has failed to do its duty, clearly defined by each 
member’s sole oath of office, “To support and defend the Constitution of the United States.” 


There is a very long list of Bush offenses, many of which are impeachable. At the top of my list is one very 
important Constitutional principal, of which most Americans seem unaware, that has been flagrantly and 
repeatedly breached by this administration. Under the “Supremacy Clause” — Article VI, Paragraph 2 — of the 
Constitution, all treaties to which the United States is a signatory are “the Supreme Law of the Land.” And all 
major international treaties since 1928, including the UN and Nuremberg charters, have prohibited aggressive 
war. America has signed them all. Nazis were tried and executed at Nuremberg and Japanese leaders at To- 
kyo for the same “crimes against peace.” The Bush wars of aggression constitute not only high crimes against 
our Constitution, but international war crimes as well. This will be key in any impeachment proceedings, 
which should be followed by conviction in the Senate, removal from office, and indictment for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 


The Bush wars of aggression constitute not only high crimes against our Constitution, but international war 
crimes as well, and are incorporated into the first three of ten Articles of Impeachment I suggest: 


Article 1: Launching an aggressive, illegal war against Afghanistan, another U.N. member state that did not 
attack the United States, after failing to secure U.N. authorization, and in reckless disregard of legal distinc- 
tions between terrorist actions of groups or individuals and acts of war by nation states. 


false information to the American public, whether deliberate or through lack of due diligence, to fraudulently — 


Most Americans believe the attack upon Afghanistan was justified by 9/11. However, terrorist attacks are 
defined under U.S. and international law as criminal acts, not actions of states. Accordingly, terrorists are 
subject to arrest by law enforcement authorities and are tried in criminal courts — over 3,000 thus far in 170 
different countries. 
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In compliance with internationally established protocols for dealing with terrorism suspects, including 
specific protocols for response to acts of aviation terrorism established in the 1971 Montreal Sabotage Con- 
vention, the Taliban requested evidence to support the administration’s demand for extradition of bin Laden 
and offered to negotiate such extradition. The Bush administration failed to provide convincing evidence 
and refused to negotiate, instead re-defining terrorism as “war” — which is without basis in international law 
— and launching a war of aggression against another sovereign state. 


Article 2: Conspiracy to defraud the United States government by providing false testimony to Congress and 


obtain from Congress a War Powers Resolution and lead the nation into an illegal war against Iraq without 
U.N. approval, followed by occupation of Iraq which also violates international law. 


The Iraq War, which has killed far more people on both sides than the attack on Afghanistan, is even more 
clearly illegal. Not only is this a completely unprovoked war, but abundant evidence documents that the 


ted directly o' directly rastructure destruction and the 


people. jerefore, eve death infil 
chaos initiated — well over 600,000 Iraqis according to the Johns Hopkins School of Public Health research 
— is a war crime. 


The War Powers Resolution provided to President Bush by Congress on October 10, 2002 is riddled with 
the false assumptions deceptively fed them by the administration, including irrelevant data from before the 
Gulf War, spurious associations of Saddam with bin Laden, al Qaeda and 9/11, false statements about Iraqi 
WMDs, WMD capabilities, and aggressive intentions, and irrelevant citations of various U.N. resolution 
violations that would require Security Council rather than U.S. enforcement action. It is a document based 
on fraud, and as such cannot be considered legally binding. 


Moreover, this War Powers Resolution authorized use of armed force only under two conditions, either to de- 
fend national security against “the continuing threat posed by Iraq” — of which there was none, or to enforce 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, for which the administration failed to obtain U.N. authorization. Having 
met neither of these conditions, the administration nevertheless launched an illegal war of aggression against 
another U.N. member state. 


The Congressional resolution also required assurance that diplomatic remedies had been exhausted prior to 
invasion, and required bi-monthly reports to Congress. Neither requirement has ever been met. Saddam had 
re-admitted U.N. weapons inspectors six months earlier and was fully cooperating with the U.N., and the 
administration has submitted no reports. On grounds of non-compliance as well as fraud, the Iraq War Reso- 
lution cannot be considered binding upon Congress and could be rescinded at any time had they but the will. 


Article 3: Violation of Article 24 of the United Nations Charter of 1945, the Nuremberg Charter, Judgment, 
and Principles of 1945, the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact of 1928, and other international agreements and 
treaties, all of which prohibit pre-emptive war and to all of which the United States is a signatory, making 
these covenants the Supreme Law of the Land. 


The attacks on both Afghanistan and Iraq are “crimes against peace” in violation of the Kellogg-Briand 
Peace Pact — under which Nazis and Japanese leaders were tried and executed following WWII — as well as 
the U.N. and Nuremberg Charters of 1945. 


War is justified under international law only for self-defense. This is why the administration falsely defined 
9/11 as an act of war, invented a fantastic structure of lies to define Iraq as an ominous and looming threat to 
American and world security, and continues to claim engagement in a “war on terror” rather than acknowl- 
edging its illegal occupation of another sovereign state. For legal cover, the administration falsely defines re- 
sistance to our invasion — which is perfectly legal under international law — as “terrorism.” Their intentional, 
fraudulent misrepresentations have undoubtedly been designed to evade international and U.S. law, the threat 
of impeachment, and their future indictment as war criminals. 


Our founding fathers deliberated at length on the War Powers Clause, recognizing that going to war is the 
gravest decision a nation can make. They determined that in a democracy only the people and their elected 


continued on page 7 
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Military Service? 


A Response to Military Service 


By: Cimmeron Gillespie 


I would like to respond to the “What it takes to sign 


up” article in the Register Guard August 14", 2007 front page, 
about the young man Curtis Boechler who signed up for the 
Army. Boechler’s decision was based on an idea of dedication 
and uncertainty about his future. As a high school graduate 
who also considered military service I can relate to Boechler. 
However, I did not choose military service for several reasons. 
To Mr. Boechler, and any other person considering military 
service please review the following: 

° The Armed services “contract”, is a legal ball and 


chain, giving the military ALL the power which 
includes (but is not limited to): change in pay, service 
posting requirements, service duty and service time, 
etc. The fine print of the contract states the military 
can change any part of the contract, for any reason at 
any time “without notice to the signer”. In addition 
you can’t leave. Once you sign the military has its 
own kangaroo court that you may subjected to. They 
own you, your body, and even your LIFE. 

Charles Glenn states that recruiting in this district 


is good because “[recruiters] get out there and sell 
the Army”. Sell the Army indeed. What is it they 
are selling exactly- the ability to carry a gun and to 
legally kill? The military is selling death. 

Consider the suffering wrought upon individuals and 
family by war. 

Boechler mentions the bible and states that “stronger. 
forces should take care of weaker ones”. Yet, one of 
the Commandments is “Thou Shall Not Kill”. Jesus 
said, “for all they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword”. This is another biblical message 
that one should consider. So do not idly throw God 
as justification for the institution of mass murder. 
The military is an institution for killing, which has 
been put to terrible uses, the Nazi regime used the 
military to commit genocide, as have many other 
military and para-military groups. Freedom fighter, 
national guard and most military groups have used 
violence unjustly. In Wartime especially the potential 
for atrocities is especially high. 


The military has produced elements of valor and the US 
does have the Army Corp. of Engineers which appear 
venerable; the military is an instrument of war, killing 


and death, the repair crews, medics; and veterans alike are 
all part the cycle of death generated by the military. The 
argument that military is necessary, is rooted in an idea of 
fear and perpetual uncertainty of the future. The idea that 
it will protect us has been evidently disproved during the 


9/11 tragedy. The US cannot defend it itself from the out- 


side (9/11, the 2billilion annual losses in chemical goods), 


cannot win external wars (Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, 
Iraq), unless there is a tremendous change in the Military 
(which is not apparent), Using the military internally is a 
bad idea (the troop squatting and pillaging of the revolu- 
tionary war, 1870’s Pullman strike “protection”, 1960's 
“protection” against students), so why have it? Grated 


the military lines the pockets of many supply companies, 
and is a useful tool for exploitation of other countries 
(Panama, central America in the 1980’s, Iraqi Oil, Protec- 
tion of Kuwaiti Oil, etc), but why have a military? Why 
are we killing each other? 

To anyone entering the military, please consider what 
you will be facing going into the military. Once in the 
military what you could be asked to do, and ask yourself- 
are you really prepared to do that? Perhaps more impor- 
tantly, can you live with what you may be asked to do? 


By Rashid Johnson 


Una Respuesta a Servicio Militar 
Traducido por Enrique Molinero 

Me gustaria responder al articulo "What it takes to 
sign up" publicado en la primera pagina del Registered Guard 
el pasado 14 de agosto, del 2007. Este articulo se trata del 
joven Curtis Boechler que se inscribié para el Army. Boechler 
baso la decisién de inscribirse gracias a una idea de dedicacion 
y de un futuro personal inseguro. Siendo un estudiante de la 
secundaria yo también considere ingresar en servicio militar y 
por eso es que entiendo a Boechler. Pero yo escogi no servir 
en servicio militar por varias razones. Asi que al Sr. Boechler, 
y cualquier otra persona pensando en ingresar a la militar, por 
favor piense y examine lo siguiente: 

* — Elcontrato de las fuerzas armadas es como una 
cadena que le da a la militar TODO el poder que 
incluye, y no se limita en: cambio de salario, requi- 
sitos de puesto en servicio, tipo de servicio militar y 
duraci6n de servicio, etcétera. Lo que no es claro en 
el contrato es el hecho que la militar puede cambiar 
cualquier parte del contrato, por cualquier raz6n y 
en cualquier momento sin aviso alguno. Adicional- 
mente, no se puede salir de la militar. Una vez que 
haya firmado el contrato, la militar tiene sus propias 
cortes y leyes que el contratado tiene que obedecer y 
seguir. Alguien que firma un contrato con la militar 
pierde su libertad y se convierte en propiedad de la 
militar, perdiendo todo derecho sobre su cuerpo y su 
VIDA. 

* — Chales Glenn dice que el reclutamiento de este 
distrito es bueno porque los reclutadores "salen y 
venden el Army”. Pero en realidad que es lo que 
exactamente venden - el derecho a cargar armas de 
fuego y poder matar legalmente? La militar vende 
muerte. 

* Hay que pensar en el sufrimiento que la guerra causa 
a individuos y sus familias. 

* — Boechler menciona que la Biblia dice que "los 
fuertes deben defender a los débilés". Pero, uno 
de los diez mandamientos es "no mataras". Jestis 
dice, "todo aquel que tome la espada, ante la espada 
caera", este siendo otro mensaje biblico en el que 
tenemos que pensar. Asi que no debemos de_usar en 
vano justificaciones de dios para una institucién que 
se dedica a mata y asesinar. 

*  Lamilitar es una instituci6n que de matanza, que 
ha sido utilizada terriblemente. El régimen Natzi 
uso su militar para cometer genocidios, como lo han 
hecho muchos otros grupos militares. Las guar- 
dias nacionales, y casi todo grupo militar ha usado 
términos violentos injustamente. Especialmente 
en tiempos de guerra hay muchas posibilidades de 
cometer violencia y atrocidades. 

La militar si ha producido elementos de honor y 
decoraci6n y también vemos que los Estados Unidos tiene el 
Army Corp of Engineers que parecen ser venerables; pero la 
militar es un instrumento de guerra, asesinato, y muerte, un 
instrumento que incluye a los equipos de reparacién, médicos, 
y veteranos que son parte del ciclo de muerte generado por 
la militar. El argumento que la militar es indispensable esta 
sembrado en el temor y una idea de-un futuro desconocido. La 
idea de que esta militar nos protegera fue desaprobada por la 
tragedia del 9/11. Los Estados Unidos no puede defenderse de 
los afueras (9/11, y 2 billones de de perdidas anuales en pro- 
ductos quimicos), no puede ganar guerras extranjeras (Corea, 
Vietnam, Afganistan, Irak), al menos que aiga un cambio 
drastico en la militar (cosa que es improbable), el uso interno 
de la militar es una mala idea (como lo hemos visto en episo- 
dios de la historia estadounidense desde la guerra revoluciona- 
ria, asta la "defensa" contra estudiantes de los afios 60), gpara 
que tener una militar? Agrandar los bolsillos de de muchas 
compaiifas proveedoras de vienes, y como una herramienta 
para la explotacién de otros paises (como Panama, America 
central en los 80's, petrdleo de Irak y Kuwaiti, etcétera), pero 
para que tener una militar? ;Para que matarnos entre nosotros? 

A cualquier persona que vaya a entrar en la militar, 
por favor piense en lo que se va a encontrar en la militar. Y 
una vez en la militar, piense en lo que se le pedira, y pregtin- 
tese - {si en realidad esta dispuesto ha hacerlo? Y tal vez lo 
mas importante, {si podré vivir con las consecuencias de los 
actos tal vez le pidan? 
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Impeachment, continued from page 5 


Congressional representatives have the right to make this decision 
unless there is an immediate or imminent attack to repel. A president 
can commit no more serious crime against our democracy than lying 
to Congress and the public to gain support for a war. 


This is, by far, the worst crime of the Bush Administration. But there 
are additional, strong bases for impeachment. At least three impeach- 
able offenses have arisen from the conduct of the wars, condensed 
into proposed Articles 4-6 below. 


Article 4: Causing many tens of thousands of civilian casualties 

by using prohibited and indiscriminate weapons, including cluster 
bombs, depleted uranium, MK77 napalm, fuel-air or “thermobaric” 
explosives, and white phosphorous directed against human targets, 
all of which violate the United Nations Charter, The Hague Rules on 
Land and Air Warfare, the Genocide Convention, the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights, and the Nuremberg Charter, Judgment and 
Principles, and to all of which the United States is a signatory. 


Article 5: Encouraging or permitting widespread torture and humili- 
ation of prisoners, both directly and by proxy through “extraordinary 
rendition” to foreign “black sites” in violation of the United States 
War Crimes Act of 1996, the Third and Fourth Geneva C. onventions, 
the Convention against Torture, and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. The United States is a Signatory to each of these 
international treaties. 


Article 6: Failing as C ommander-in-Chief of American Armed Forc- 
es to (a) provide sufficient troops and adequate equipment to protect 
their safety in a combat theater of operation, (b) heed the operational 
advice of military commanders, (c) plan for the aftermath of war, and 
(d) insulate military decisions from political motives. 


Beyond the wars, there are also several impeachable domestic of- 
fenses: 


Article 7: Authorization of wiretaps and other electronic surveillance 
without court authorization, in violation of the 1978 FISA law and 
the Fourth Amendment Constitutional right of American citizens “to 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects against 
unreasonable searches and seizures.” Violation of the FISA 


_ law is both a felony anda “high crime” against our consti- 


tutional system of government which would require removal 
from office upon impeachment and conviction. 


Article 8: Obstruction of justice and conspiracy to commit 
treason by (a) active involvement in disclosing the identity of 
a covert CIA agent in violation of the Intelligence Identities 
Protection Act of 1982, thereby damaging national security 
by compromising the lives, safety, and operational capacity of 
covert agents and severely damaging our ability to recruit hu- 
man intelligence assets necessary to prevent terrorist events; 
and (b) providing false testimony and withholding information 
about this crime in interviews with federal in vestigators. 


The 250 pages of previously concealed emails from Cheney 

’s office released under court order to the Fitzgerald investi- 
gation reportedly contradict Cheney’s statements to federal 
investigators. The Article of Impeachment against Nixon 
charging Obstruction of Justice included the charge of lying to 
federal investigators. This is a felony even if not under oath. 


Article 9: Failure to protect and defend the people of the 
United States by ignoring and failing to act upon multiple 
warnings from the preceding administration and numerous 
federal and international agencies that anticipated the 9/11 
attacks; subsequent lying about the existence of these warn- 
ings; and Contempt of Congress and obstruction of justice 
by attempting to prevent formation of, and then withholding 
evidence from, the 9/11 Commission and its legally empow- 
ered investigation. 


Article 10: Subverting the constitutional separation of pow- 
ers by failing to seek or obtain congressional consent for (a) 
withdrawal from international treaty obligations, and (b) 
reversal by executive orders and “signing statements” of 
statutory laws enacted by Congress, (c) refusal to comply with 
legally issued congressional subpoenas, and (d) evasion of 
U.S. courts and due process protections for suspects accused 
of terrorism. a 


Naked seizures of power abrogating statutory and interna- 


impeachment 


tional law while asserting executive powers not provided in the 
Constitution have characterized the Bush presidency from its 
inception. Treaties must be ratified by the Senate. From this 
principle it has been argued that withdrawal from treaties must 
also be ratified by the Senate, and presidents have traditionally 
honored the Senate’s right of consent. Mr. Bush has consis- 
tently ignored this principle entirely and unilaterally withdrawn 
from the Kyoto Accord on global warming, the 1972 Anti-Bal- 
listic Missile Treaty, the 1972 Biological Warfare Treaty, the 
1967 Treaty prohibiting weapons in outer space, and the 1963 
Vienna Convention establishing the International Court of 
Justice, which in turn violated the Vienna Convention on the 
Law of Treaties. 


Mr. Bush has similarly overridden by executive order many 
Statutes enacted by Congress in such areas as environmental 
and workplace protection that are strongly favored by the 
American public, providing benefits to large corporate support- 
ers in what appear to be quid pro quo exchanges representing 
corruption at the least, if not indirect or direct bribery. 


Article 11: Subversion of our democratic institutions by 
conspiring to commit election fraud, including illegal disen- 
franchisement of approximately 60,000 primarily Democratic 
Florida voters in the election of 2000, and electronic ma- 
nipulation of vote counts incapable of audit by Republican 
operatives in the election of 2004 in Ohio, Florida and other 
key “swing” states. 
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The facts of fraud in both elections are conclusively estab- 
lished, but direct administration involvement remains unproven 
to date. However, lawsuits are in progress from which these 
links may well emerge through discovery, subpoena power, and 
plea bargains. This should be an additional area of investiga- 
tion we demand of our Congressional representatives. 


In recent testimony before the Bush Crimes Commission, for- 
mer Chief U.N. weapons inspector Scott Ritter stated, “When 
historians look back on the policies enacted by the Bush 


administration in the aftermath of September 11,2001, starting 


off with the decision to invade Iraq in March 2003, they will be 
passing judgment on a United States that has violated inter- 
national law as egregiously as any power in modern history. 
The final chapters have yet to be written on the Presidency of 
George W. Bush, but even if time stopped still at the present, 
the crimes of America and its leader are many, and terrible.” 


We must impeach, remove and prosecute the perpetrators of 
these crimes. But why are our legislators so timid? What do 
they fear? They cannot realistically fear public opinion. Some 
20 months ago, a Zogby poll found that 53% of Americans 
supported impeachment for lying about Iraq and warrant 

free electronic surveillance. These included 90% of progres- 
sives, 75% of Democrats, 75% of African-Americans, 70% of 
libertarians, 60% of moderates and Independents, two-thirds of 
women and one-third of conservatives. And the numbers have 
grown considerably since then. 


The right wing goose-step is stumbling. Even Republican 
Congressman Ron Paul has used the “I” word. Asked if the US 
was heading into a dictatorship, Paul responded, “It’s getting 
close to it, it’s called usurpation of power and it’s done in many 
ways with Congress just going along because they’re sound 
asleep, and this certainly is an attack on our Constitution and 
on our freedoms.” 


I am somewhat heartened that America seems to be awakening 
at last. But more than wakefulness is needed. Ex-Congress- 
woman Elizabeth Holtzman recalls that a massive public out- 
cry was needed to push Congress from its habitual inertia onto 
the impeachment path against Nixon. I’ve added my voice. 
How about yours on Sept 15?* 


*On SEPTEMBER 15 there was a Mass March in Washington DC. 
Iraq Veterans Against the War, Veterans for Peace, Camp Casey 
Peace Institute, the ANSWER Coalition, Muslim American Society 
Freedom Foundation, National Council of Arab-Americans, Grass- 
roots America, Hip Hop Caucus, and thousands of others went to a 
huge antiwar protest timed to coincide with the report by General 
Petraeus on the “Surge” in Iraq. 
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Torture and Prisons 


Amerikan Prisons Are Government-Sponsored Torture 


by Kevin “Rashid” Johnson 


We recently published some of Rashid's artwork. In response Rashid sent us a letter wi 

this article in it. He also sent us all of the artwork you see in this article. Rashid is writer 
and artist serving time in prison. He wrote that he is "the Defense Minister of the New Af- 
rikan Black Panther Party- Prison Chapter, which has branches in prisons across the empire. 
e have our own periodicals and pubs and are linked up with various sister orgs, like the 
hite Panther Organization, the Red Heart Warrior Society and the New Afrikan Service 
Organizations, each of which has their own respective media." He also mentioned that he is 
interested in connecting with the student movement. Rashid also works for a radical t-shirt 
and poster collective featuring his art. Check out www.massartillery.com to get a sweatshop 
ifree t-shirt. 


Most people don’t quite relate US prisons to government-sponsored torture. We can thank 
the mainstream corporate media and politicians for this. Since the 1960s and 1970s they've persistently 
projected the false image of US prisons as resorts where criminal predators eat chips, lift weights, and watch 
videos all day, much like the images given of slavery as an experience that Black folks actuall y enjoyed. 
These false images are sustainable because the real world of prisons is a hidden one, concealed behind walls 
and razor wire, inaccessible to the public. 

There’s also a connection between prison and slavery. The plantation system actually merged with the peni- 
tentiary system after the Civil War and the torture and savagery, especially beatings, remained a mainstay. 

In fact at the end of the Civil War slavery was for the first time authorized by the US Constitution in the 

13th Amendment, which authorized the government to treat convicts as slaves. So the newly “freed” Blacks 
were simply targeted with criminal prosecutions and then placed right back into bondage to serve as contract 
laborers, on chain gangs, and on prison plantations. Today, in a mad rush to find cheap labor, corporate 
Amerika looks to prisons to serve as a source of free labor pools. But let’s look at torture. 

Brutality and torture are the common features of US prisons. Nothing coming out of 
Guanta‘namo Bay or Abu Ghraib has matched the images that showed the savage torture of prisoners fol- 
lowing the Attica uprising in 1971. And what about California’s Corcoran state prison where guards set up 
fights between prisoners, gambled on the outcomes and then shot the prisoners for fighting? Some 43 were 
shot and eight killed just between 1989 and 1994. 

Others were shot and killed with no justification. Then there’s the decades-long torture of some 135 New * 
Afrikan (Black) males inside “Area 2” of Chicago’s jail. The exposure of the false confessions resulting 
from this torture led to the removal of 164 men from IIlinois’s death row and, in four cases, the granting of 
full pardons. These are documented situations. 

As during slavery, sexual abuse by officials in US prisons is prevalent.1 There has long been 
a nationwide scandal surrounding women prisoners being raped by male guards.2 Then there’s the sexual 
humiliation attendant to abusive strip searches, which are often accompanied by degrading verbal abuse. 

All this is exacerbated by complete denial of voluntary heterosexual relations. And there’s a genocidal 
component to this and to the vast targeting of virile-aged youth of color for lengthy imprisonments where 
they cease to be able to reproduce — and in an environment where HIV, AIDS, and hepatitis abound while 
preventive aid is nonexistent and medical care substandard to nonexistent. : 

But there’s a higher grade of torture. After World War II western governments established an 
aversion to physical torture, which they embodied in the charter and treaties of their new! y established 
United Nations. This was brought on by the embarrassment and guilt of the Allied Western nations who had 
stood by passively while the German Nazis tortured and conducted gruesome experiments on Jews and other 
Germans (disabled people, dissidents) as well as Slavs, Poles, and Gypsies.3 On account of this, the newly 
established CIA became very interested in developing less physically evident methods of mentally breaking 
and brainwashing enemies. As a result, the CIA and the Defense Department funded several studies with 
independent, Harvard University, National Institute of Mental Health, and other psychiatrists and psycholo- 
gists. 

These studies led to breakthrough developments in the art of torture that focused primarily on 
psychological methods and produced revolutionary effects with a consistency never seen before under physi- 
cal torture. What the CIA learned was that states of mental disorder, collapse, capitulation, and psychosis 
could be produced in a victim by use of seemingly benign and harmless methods, namely, sensory depriva- 
tion and “self-inflicted pain,” coupled with attacks on cultural sensitivities and personal phobias.4 

Sensory deprivation alone proved effective against and torturously traumatic to its victims. As 
CIA researcher Dr. Albert Biderman discovered, “the effect of isolation on the brain function of the prisoner 
is much like that which occurs if he is beaten, starved, or deprived of sleep.”5 He found that normal brain 
function was severely impaired if a person is deprived of the complex sensory 
stimulation of normal social environments. In fact, the CLA’s Harvard psychiatrists found that “sensory de- 
privation can produce major mental and behavioral changes in man,” and produces psychosis more naturally 
and consistently than drugs and physical torture. The equally effective opposite extreme to sensory depriva- 
tion is sensory overload, where the victim is bombarded with loud noises, 
bright light, noxious odors, etc. 

The CIA embodied the findings of these and other studies in its 1963 torture manual “Kubark 
Counterintelligence Interrogation,” where it confirmed that: 

1. the deprivation of sensory stimuli induces stress; 

2. the stress becomes unbearable for most subjects; 

3. the subject has a growing need for physical and social stimuli; and 

4. some subjects progressively lose touch with reality, focus inwardly, which produces delusions, hallucina- 
tions, and other pathological effects. 

The second feature of mental torture the CIA developed was “self-inflicted pain,” where the 
victim is forced to remain in physically and/or mentally painful positions and conditions (called “stress posi- 
tions”), which he is told will end upon his cooperation with his captors. This causes the victim to feel he is 


_ the cause of his own pain, thus making him the master of his fate. So long as he resists, he will suffer, but as 


soon as he cooperates his sufferings will instantly stop. 

The last two methods, which were developed later, target the victim’s cultural sensitivities and 
personal phobias: for example, destroying, degrading, or flushing a Muslim detainee’s Qur’an, forcing him 
to commit acts that violate his religion like engaging in or si mulating homosexual acts, masturbating in front 
of “strange” women, also exposing him to things he fears like dogs, etc. 

These four techniques were apparent in the photographic images coming out of US military 
prisons at Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib. Prisoners hooded, goggled, ear-muffed, and gloved to shut 
out sensory stimulation; having their senses assaulted with loud noises and music; being forced to remaire 
in painful positions (kneeling or standing at length, forced to keep arms outstretched), etc. Those who saw 


some of the images of such techniques saw nothing alarming because there was no evidence of physically 
damaging brutality. However, all who have made expert analyses comparing psychological and physical 
torture have unanimously found psychological torture the worse of the two, because it causes more severe 
mental damage, is hard to prove, and has longer-lasting effects. 

But what many who saw those images coming out of the US military prisons also did not 
recognize was that they were seeing a stark reflection of conditions and practices occurring every day inside 
prisons across Amerika. 

The Amerikan reformers who first devised the penitentiary believed that criminals could be 
“reformed” through solitary confinement, labor and reli gious indoctrination. The use of solitary confinement 
and isolation — sensory deprivation — began at Philadelphia’s 
Eastern State Penitentiary in the 1820s. But what was actually discovered was that conditions of sensory de- 
privation in isolation caused mental deterioration and psychosis.6 Leading writers like Charles Dickens and 
Charles Darwin upon touring the penitentiary spoke out against its conditions of menfal torture. As Dickens 
observed, “I hold this slow and daily tampering with the mysteries of the brain to be immeasurably worse 
than any torture of the body.”7 The US Supreme court ultimately ruled such solitary confinement mentally 
destructive and outlawed it. However, the practice along with physical brutality persisted inside the hidden 
confines of US prisons. 

The brutalities of the US prison system became public knowledge in the 1960s and 1970s as a 
result of the activism and literature of a broad prison movement and eloquent writings like those of George 
L. Jackson, Field Marshall of the Black Panther Party. Prisoners’ views were being widely published and the 
Attica uprising, sparked by inhumane and oppressive prison conditions and the assassination of Jackson by 
prison guards, exposed in shocking images the oppression and brutalities of US prisons. 

The official response was to suppress prisoner literature, to eliminate or restrict college and 
writing courses, to outlaw prisoners’ profiting from their writings, and to eliminate prisoner-oriented media. 
This effectively depoliticized prisoners and allowed officials and the mainstream media to wage a racist 
campaign to demonize prisoners’ image and isolate us to eliminate public awareness and support. Meantime, 
measures were taken to kill the revolutionary activist spirit in prisons, to remove and isolate the politi- 
cally conscious and advanced prisoners, and incite the remainder into internal violence and division. Only 
months after Attica, officials opened the first control unit in the US prison in Marion, Illinois, within which 
torture became institutionalized 
with clear political objectives. 

As former Marion warden Ralph Arons stated in federal court: “the purpose of the Marion Con- 
trol Unit is to control revolutionary attitudes in the prison system and in society at large.”8 (Note his empha- 
sis on mere thoughts of fundamental change, not actions, and not only inside the prisons, but also in society 
at large.) But US leaders deny political imprisonments or persecution of political dissenters and opponents. 
Since Marion opened its Control Unit in 1972, control units and supermaxes have swept the country, with 
most located in isolated rural White communities. In these high security 
environments, torture of prisoners along the lines of the CLA model is a common feature. 

All US supermaxes and control units practice sensory deprivation— isolation and solitary confine- 
ment 2312 hours per day in cells the size of a bathroom, minimal human interaction, little to no change in 
scenery, limited property access, and minimal contact with family and friends. Sensory shock and overload 
is also inflicted as prisoners are housed next to or near others with mental disorders or whom guards incite 
that scream, rant, bang, flood, throw body waste, don’t bathe, etc.9 “Self-inflicted pain” is also a common 
practice in control units. Prisoners are routinely shackled and handcuffed or restrained to cell bunks in 
cramped and uncomfortable positions without meals and left to urinate and defecate on themselves and lie 
in it for hours to days; they’re left hours to days in bare cold cells with little to no clothing; subjected to 
destroyed property; denied meals and privileges like outside exercise and showers; placed under high con- 
trol; or forced to abandon or snitch on political or gang affiliations, etc. (Many simply, remain in these units 
indefinitely out of official spite, for no reason at all, or for being inclined to complain or litigate against or 
publicly expose abusive treatments and conditions.) They are made to feel that their discomfort is their own 
fault for failing to cooperate and 
will cease upon their finally giving in. 

Attacking prisoners’ cultural sensitivities and personal phobias is the norm also, especially in that 
most of the control unit and supermax prisons are located in remote rural White-populated areas, whereas 
the prisoners are primarily urban people of color. This racial and cultural divide itself generates official 
insensitivity and intolerance to the prisoners’ cultural interests, and causes prisoners to suffer acute cultural 
shock. Male prisoners’ senses of masculinity are routinely targeted with provocative remarks, etc. 

While seemingly benign, this combination of psychological techniques has proven revolutionary 
in its consistency in crushing prisoners’ wills. I have personally witnessed this result among those confined 
in supermax prisons with me. The rate of attempted and successful suicides is unprecedented compared with 
“normal” prison environments. I witnessed four attempts in my own 22-bed unit in less than two months 
— two in one night. 

Most of those who’ve endured supermax confinement for a year or more, I’ve observed, suffer 
a distinct regression into paranoia, irrationality, grandiose and persecutory delusions, childish attention- 
seeking behavior, reduced impulse control, hyper-sexuality, reduced ability to concentrate or maintain 
organized thoughts, compulsive and irrational searches for stimulation, gratification and attention, etc. Many 
deteriorate to the point of eating and smearing feces on themselves and their cells, rambling to themselves, 
screaming and ranting day and night, throwing feces on others (especially on other prisoners under guard 
encouragement), etc. All are simply left untreated except for being prescribed antipsychotic drugs (which 
many don’t take), which further damage the brain and have dangerous side-effects. All are treated by guards 
with violence, abuse and disciplinary measures, often being left propertyless indefinitely 
inside empty cells — further sensory deprivation. : 

US prisoners are being treated in ways developed for use against so-called “enemy combat- 
ants” whom the US government sees as having no political rights. In reality, US prisoners have no recourse 
against being mentally tortured. This was assured by the 1996 Prison Litigation Reform Act (PLRA), which 
bars prisoners from suing their 
abusers for mentally torturing them.10 

Not only do I witness these methods and their sobering and heart-rending effects on the human 
psyche, but I have been and am a victim of them. My only advantage, I believe, is in knowing and under- 
standing the methods, being conscious to counter their 
effects, and having a strong constitution. Indeed, during the summer of 2006, in response to my work in 
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LGBT prisoners 


Resources for LGBT prisoners 


LockedOut is a resource list for queer (gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
trans) prisoners in the U.S. Because there is limited support for queer 
prisoners, our hope is to keep this list current and widely available, 
so that our brothers and sisters inside have access to resources on the 
outside. A few international listings are included in this year’s edition 
of LockedOut. Remember to use additional postage when writing to 
them for information. Let us know what works, what doesn’t, and 
keep in touch. 

For a copy, write to: 

LockedOut 

c/o Prison Book Project 

P.O. Box 396 

Amherst, MA 01004 

If you are financially able, please send one unused stamp with your 
request. No requests for legal aid or pen pals. Only book requests 
from CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, TX, or VT will be filled by Prison’ Book 
Project. 
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ACLU LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER 
RIGHTS/AIDS PROJECT 

125 Broad St., 18th floor 

New York, NY 10004 . 

Experts in constitutional law and civil rights, specializing in sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and HIV. 


ACLU NATIONAL PRISON PROJECT 

HIV/AIDS/HEPATITIS EDUCATION PROJECT 

915 15th St. NW 

7th Floor 

Washington DC 20005 

Sends free information on HIV/AIDS/hepatitis to prisoners. 
Responds to complaints from prisoners living with 
HIV/AIDS/hepatitis and LGBT prisoners. Publishes the STD booklet, 
Play It Safer, write for a free copy. 


AK PRESS 

674-A 23rd St. 

Oakland, CA 94612 

Offers prisoners a 30% discount on radical leftist literature. 

Write for a catalog. 

BLACK ICE PRINT 

P.O. Box 13074 

Philadelphia, PA 19101 

Distributes radical and revolutionary literature to prisoners in NJ, NY, 
and PA only, as well as all women and trans prisoners throughout the 
U.S. Write for a catalog. 


BROTHERS BEHIND BARS 

c/o RFD (Radical Faerie Digest) 

P.O. Box 68 

Liberty, TN 37095 

A quarterly penpal list of gay/bi/trans male prisoners produced and 
distributed by RFD. Write for details. 


CALIFORNIA COALITION FOR WOMEN PRISONERS 


1540 Market St., Ste. 490 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Visit women, transgender, gender variant, and intersex people in 
California women’s prisons, publishes The Fire Inside (free to all 
prisoners), provides advocacy, and sends resource guides to people 
in women’s prisons about to be released. 


CHICAGO BOOKS TO WOMEN IN PRISON 

c/o Beyond Media Education 

7013 N. Glenwood Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60626 

Sends to women prisoners in CT, FL, IL, IN, MS, and OH, 


EBERHARDT PRESS 

3527 NE 15th, #127 

Portland, OR 97212 

Offers prisoners a 50% discount on anarchist and antiauthoritarian 
books and pamphlets. Write for a catalog. 


FRIENDS4LIFERS.COM 

P.O. Box 52634 

London N7 OWU 

ENGLAND 

Free website featuring penpal ads from thousands of prisoners 

all over the world. Any prisoners with more than one year left on 
their sentence are invited to send a photo and their ad (which will 
be scanned to the site). All photos will be returned and there is no 
charge to anyone. Write for details. 


JASON LYDON 

c/o Community Church of Boston 

565 Boylston St. 

Boston, MA 02116 

Jason is the Congregational Director at the Community Church. He 
works to do direct support and advocacy for queer prisoners and 
provides a free queer prisoner penpal list. 


MASSACHUSETTS TRANSGENDER POLITICAL 

COALITION 

P.O. Box 301897 

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

6 In memory of Mike Riegle 6 

Provides referrals to transgender organizations for prisoners and col- 
lects documentation of experiences of transgender people in prison 
in Massachusetts only for future reform efforts. 


MIDWEST BOOKS TO PRISONERS 

c/o Quimby’s Bookstore 

1573 North Milwaukee Ave., PMB #460 
Chicago, IL 60622 

Sends books to prisoners in the midwest states. 


OFF OUR BACKS 

2337B 18th St. NW 

Washington DE 20009 

A radical feminist newsjournal free to women in prison. 


OUT OF CONTROL LESBIAN COMMITTEE TO 
SUPPORT WOMEN POLITICAL PRISONERS 


3543 18th St., Box 30 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

Supports women prisoners and political prisoners in the U.S. and inter- 
nationally. Publishes Out of Time. Free, but donations welcomed. 


POWER INSIDE 

P.O. Box 4796 

Baltimore, MD 21211 

Works with women including trans women and trans men who feel 
they would benefit from women centered services. We offer support 
and advocacy for those who are incarcerated, homeless, addicted, or in 
the sex trade. = 


POZ 

500 Fifth Ave., Suite 320 

New York, NY 10110 

Free subscription to any HIV+ person who can’t afford it. Write for 
details. 


PRISON BOOK PROGRAM 

1306 Hancock St., Suite 100 

Quincy, MA 02169 

Offers National Prisoners Resource List free to prisoners. Book re- 
quests accepted, except from CA, KY, LA, MD, MI, NV, OR, and TX. 
Stamps welcomed. 


PRISON HEALTH NEWS 

c/o Philadelphia FIGHT 

1233 Locust St., 5th Floor 

Philadelphia PA 19107 

A quarterly educational newsletter for people with HIV/AIDS in 
prison. 


PRISON LEGAL NEWS 

2400 NW 80th St., #148 

Seattle, WA 98117 

Reports on all aspects of the criminal justice system. For a sample copy 
send $2.00. Subscriptions for prisoners $18 per year (subscriptions 

can be pro rated at $1.50 per issue, do not send less than $9.00). PLN 
accepts new, unused stamps. 


PRISONISACRIME 

c/o 56A Infoshop 

56A Crampton Street 

London SE17 

ENGLAND 

An anarchist and anti-prison group which writes, organizes group card 
signing sessions, raises funds, sends stamps and books, and publishes 
Exhibit A. 


SINISTER WISDOM 

P.O. Box 3252 

Berkeley, CA 94703 

Publishes prose, poetry, essays, graphics, and book reviews by lesbi- 
ans. Free to women in prison. 


SOUTH CHICAGO ABC ZINE DISTRO 

P.O. Box 721 

Homewood, IL 60430 

Offers gay-bi-lesbian-trans zines and other stuff 
including resource lists. Write for a catalog. Stamps 
welcomed. 


STOP PRISONER RAPE, INC. 

3325 Wilshire Blvd., Suite. 340 

Los Angeles, CA 90010 

A national human rights organization that works to 
put an end to sexual violence against men, women, 
and youth in all forms of detention. 


e 1-1.P. JOURNAL 

c/o Gender Identity Center of Colorado, Inc. 
3895 Upham St., Suite 40 

Wheat Ridge, CO 80033 

A newsletter for transgender prisoners. Write for 
details. 


TRANS + QUEER PRISONER SOLIDARITY 
PROJECT 
c/o QPIRG Concordia 
_ 1455 de Maisonneuve W 
* __ Montreal, Quebec 

~™ H3G 1M8 CANADA 

Provides a direct correspondence program, linking 
trans, gendervariant and queer prisoners with folks 
from the same communities on the outside. 

Hope has two beautiful daughters; their names are 
anger and courage. Anger at the way things are, and 
courage to see that they do not remain the way they 
are. - St. Augustine 


Rashid Johnson 


The Free-Range Myth 


Advertisements for "the 
Happy Hen Organic Fertile 
Brown Eggs" invoke a pic- 
ture of hens who run free "in 
a natural setting, and newst 
and lay eggs in individual 
hole nests of wheat straw." 
These "free-range" hens 
are "humanely housed in 
healthy, open-sided housing 
for daily sunning--some- 
thing Happy Hens really 
enjoy." 
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This Sunnybrook 
Farm idyll is no doubt 
comforting to the growing 
number of people looking 
to free-range poultry and 
eggs as humane alterna- 
tives to the factory-farm variety. “Free-range,” a designation applied 
to roughly 2 percent of all commercially raised birds in the United 
States, conveys a positive image of animals living outdoors as nature 
intended. In reality, a Happy Hen’s life, like that of virtually all free- 
range poultry, is neither free nor spent on the range. 

One of the three Happy Hen houses is perched on a 
remote Amish farm 
in Logantown, Pennsylvania. “Humanely housed” inside this long 
barn are 6,800 chickens and enough roosters so that there is one for 
every 100 hens. These free-range birds never set foot outside their 
“healthy, open-sided housing”. Their beaks have been trimmed 
severely to keep them from injuring one another. Their feathers are 
straggly, drab and worn off. “We have a saying,” the farm’s owner 
brags, “The rougher they look, the better they lay.” Besides, he 
points out, each hen lays 20 to 23 dozen eggs a year, so they must be 
treated well. 

Although calling Happy Hens free-range violates fact, 
it does not violate the law. Indeed, there are no laws or government 
standards regulating the use of free-range, free roaming, or free 
walking on egg cartons. Thus, says a Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) staff member, a Minnesota egg producer can claim that 
uncaged hens kept on a concrete floor without nest boxes are free 
walking. (The “USDA grade” mark on an egg carton simply means 
that the eggs inside were packaged under United States Department 
of Agriculture supervision and meet USDA standards for grade, 
weight, class, and producer.) 

According to the FDA staffer, free-range claims could be 
illegal under the Nutrition Labeling Education Act, which requires 
that nutrition information be stated so that consumers can understand 
it in the context of the total daily diet. It is also possible that under 
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Torture Continued From page 8 


exposing the brutalities at this prison and refusing to back down 
in other political work I’ve been involved in with outside people, 
guards twice electro-shocked me with a 50,000-volt electric stun 
belt. 

During and since World War II US officials have learned 
that torture is best carried out in the dark and in ways that avoid 
proof and attention. The norm is therefore to deny the practice 
publicly, to couch it in seemingly harmless forms, but continue to 
plumb it of all its benefits in hidden and veiled practice. Its victims 
are the poor and powerless. That’s me and potentially you. 

Torture is an official part of US foreign and domestic 
policy under its federal and state executive powers. It’s simply polit- 
ically incorrect to allow this fact to be exposed to the public. When 
abuses and torture come out, damage control has blame placed on 
low-level officials as “renegade” and “rogue” soldiers or police or 
prison'guards, whereas clearance for these practices goes up to the 
highest levels of command. This has proven to be the case in the 
scandals surrounding tortures at Abu Ghraib, with those soldiers tar- 
geted for prosecution who were reckless enough to allow practices 
of torture to come out. As Scott Morton of the New York Bar As- 
sociation found after interviewing soldiers involved in the scandal, 
“the highest profile cases in which the severest sanctions are sought 
consistently involve those soldiers who . . . permitted photographic 
evidence of the crimes at Abu Ghraib to become public knowledge.” 
As Morton concluded, “it wasn’t the abuse of prisoners which 
was being punished, but the fact that the military, and particularly 
[Secretary of Defense Donald] Rumsfeld, has been embarrassed 
by these matters becoming public.” This is the reality across the 
political spectrum, and no more than in US prisons. In fact, it was 
only in 1994 that the US ratified the UN convention against torture, 
which bars both physical and mental torture. However, US officials 
specifically exempted the US government from the language that 
forbids mental torture, and “reserved” the “right” of the president to 
override laws and treaties that forbid 


This is what the poultry industry means when it says "free range". 


the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act a case could be made that 
free-range birds are being kept in a way significantly different from 
what people expect. People presume free range birds spend much or 
most of their days outdoors 
with ample space, exercise, 
sunlight, social life, and at 
least some sustainable vegeta- 
tion. To U.S. egg producers, 
however, free-range birds 

are simply uncaged, though 
their range may consist of the 
crowded floor of a building 
with nest boxes along the 
walls. 

NEST,EGGS, 
which are marketed by the 
Food Animal Concerns Trust 
(FACT) in Chicago, are pro- 
duced by the most “humane” 
operations one is likely to 
find in this country. To qualify 
for NEST EGGS packaging, 
marketing, and promotion, farmers must keep their hens uncaged in a 
building equipped with nest boxes, perches, deep litter, feeders, and 
drinkers. Farmers are encouraged to provide fresh bales of hay and to 
sprinkle around some cracked corn, whole oats, or calcium grit each 
day to encourage the hens to scratch and to keep the litter in good 
condition. “Careful” debeaking is permitted, but 
not force molting, a standard commercial prac- 
tice in which farmers withhold food from the 
hens for days or even weeks to manipulate egg 
production. NEST EGGS farmers are advised, 
but not required, to provide each hen with two 
square feet of space. (The USDA recommends a 
foot and a half of space for each bird.) 

Regulations governing the applica- 
tion of free-range to birds raised for meat in the 
United States— mainly chickens and turkeys- 
-are scarcely more strict than the nonexistent 
rules governing the application of that term to 
egg-laying poultry. Poultry raised for meat may 
be sold as “free-range” only if the birds so des- 
ignated have access to the outdoors. That access 
must be certified by the USDA, which reviews 
and approves labels for federally inspected meat 
products. No other criteria--vegetation, range 
size, number of birds, or space per bird--are 
implied by this term. Nor do USDA regulations 
have anything to say about keeping the range 
fresh. Hens spend much of their time close to 
the house, scratching, dust bathing, and wear- 
ing away the grass. A static house and pasture 


physical torture. 

There is a need for us to move collectively against this real- 
ity of routine torture specifically and the slave status of US prisoners 
in general. The alternative is to sit in relative isolation, each of us, and 
permit the outrages to continue and increase, which they will, until no 
one will be left unaffected. Ninety-five percent of those imprisoned in 
Amerika will return to society at some point, and most of them in a 
more damaged state than when they came to prison. It’s likely some of 
them will be living near or with you. 

A movement is under way to amend the 13th Amendment, 
to abolish slavery in all its forms. The New Afrikan Black Panther 
Party— Prison Chapter supports this movement. We also promote 
transforming the iron houses of oppression into schools of liberation. 
To end torture, all power must be in the hands of the people! 11 


1. As Angela Y. Davis points out, “[I]t is important to remember that the 
punishment inflicted on [Black] women [during slavery] exceeded in intensity 
the punishment suffered by their men, for women were not only whipped and 
mutilated, they were also raped . .. Rape was a weapon of domination, a weapon 
of repression, whose covert goal was to extinguish the slave women’s will to 
resist, and in the process, to demoralize their men. [. . .] Slavery relied as much 
on routine sexual abuse as it relied on the whip and the lash . . . Sexual coercion 
was . . . an essential dimension of the social relations between slavemaster and 
slave.” Women, Race and Class (New York: Vintage, 1983), 23f, 175. 

2. On the prevalence of rape in Amerikan prisons, see the detailed summary in 
Gary Hunter, “Guards’ Rape of Prisoners Rampant, No Solution in Sight,” Prison 
Legal News, vol. 17, no. 8 (2006), 1-13. 

3. See UN documents including: UN Charter (1945); Univefsal Declaration of 
Human Rights (1948); Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being 
Subjected to Torture (1994). 

4. My account of CIA methods draws on Alfred W. McCoy, A Question of 
Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on Terror (New York: 
Henry Holt, 2006), esp. ch. 2 (“Mind Control”). 

5. McCoy (33), quoting from Albert D. Biderman and Herbert Zimmer, eds, The 
Manipulation of Human Behavior (New York: Wiley, 1961), 29. 

6. The Supreme Court found that solitary confinement had severe debilitating 
effects on its victims. It stated: “A considerable number of prisoners fell, after 
even a short confinement, into a semi-fatuous condition, from which it was next 
to impossible to remove them, and others became violently insane; others still 
committed suicide, while those who stood the ordeal better were generally not re- 


Free-Range Myth 


become unsanitary when hundreds or thousands of birds are collected 
in a small area. A system of rotation is needed. According to Compas- 
sion In World Farming, “An ideal free-range unit is made up of small, 
insulated, movable houses each holding up to 300 hens with a littered 
floor. The houses can be moved to fresh grass.” This system is ethi- 
cally and ecologically superior to the battery-cage system and to what 
is normally promoted as free range in the United States. Nevertheless, 
it does not solve the problem of oversized flocks or the isolation-of 
hens from other sexes and age groups of their species and from other 
species. 

Chickens can live active lives for up to 15 years, but after a 
year or two, commercial free-range hens are hauled away in transport 
crates the same as are battery hens, who spend all their lives in cages. 

(Noncommercial family farms generally keep their “girls” 
two or three more years before replacing the entire flock.) Spent fowl, 
whether caged or free-range, go to the highest bidder, usually a spent- 
fowl slaughter plant or a live-poultry market or auction. “The Happy 
Hen” hens are trucked to live poultry markets in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and New York City where they fetch a dollar per bird. Spent- 
fowl plants pay 2 to 25 cents per bird. 

Even if free-range chickens and eggs were the humane 
alternatives the egg industry would like people to think they are, the 
problem of “excess” roosters would remain. Half of all chicks hatched 
are roosters; therefore, egg production also involves the production of 
these “excess” roosters, who have no commercial value. Invariably, the 
brothers of the free-range hens--like the brothers of battery hens--are 
trashed at birth or sold to research laboratories. No amount of advertis- 
ing on an egg carton can change that fact. 

by Karen Davis, Ph.D. 
President, United Poultry Concerns 


EGG Substitutes 

Corn Starch - 2 TB for | egg 

Arrowroot Flour - 2 TB for | egg 

Potato Starch - 2 TB for | egg 

Soy Powder - | heaping TB + 2 TB water for | 


egg 

Flax Seed & water puree - | TB fiaxseeds + 1 
Cup water for 1 egg. Blend flaxseeds and water 
in blender for 1 to 2 minutes till mixture is thick 
and has the consistency of a beaten egg white. 
Banana - | banana for | egg in cakes. 
ENER-G Egg Replacer - 11/2 tsp + 2 TB water 
for 1 egg. Comes in powder form in an eas- 

ily stored box. 10 cal. per serving. No animal 
ingredients. Check natural food stores and special 
sections in your local supermarkets. Ask them to 
carry it if they do not already. 


Action for Animals P.O. Box 45843, Seattle, WA 
98145 www.afa-online.org (206) 227-5752 


formed, and in most cases did not recover sufficient mental activity to be of any 
subsequent service to the community.” In Re Medley, 134 US 160, 168 (1890). 
7. Charles Dickens, American Notes (1842) (New York: Fromm International, 
1985), 99; quoted in Control Unit Torture (a pamphlet by prison writer Frank J. 
Atwood). 

8. Stephen Whitman, “The Marion Penitentiary — It Should Be Opened Up, Not 
Locked Down,” Southern IIlinoisian, August 7, 1988, 25. 

9. Many modern courts have found the same conditions and injuries to prisoners 
from confinement in modern control units as did the high court of 1890 in the 
Medley case (note 6). See e.g. Madrid v. Gomez, 889 F. supp. 1146 (1995): 
“[MlJany, if not most, inmates in SHU [Special Housing Units] experience some 
degree of psychological trauma in reaction to their extreme social isolation and 
the severely restricted environmental stimulation in SHU.” This court concluded 
that confinement under such conditions “may press the outer bounds of what 
humans can psychologically tolerate . .. The psychological consequences of 
living in these units for long periods of time are predictably destructive, and 

the potential for these psychological stressors to precipitate various forms of 
psychopathology is clear cut.” Another court found that “isolating human beings 
from other human beings year after year or even month after month can cause 
substantial psychological damage, even if the isolation is not total.” Davenport 
v. DeRoberts, 844 F. 2d, 1310, 1313, 1316 (1989). 

10. In the case of Madrid v. Gomez (1995), Dr. Stuart Grassian, a Harvard Medi- 
cal School psychiatrist, conducted in-depth studies of 50 Pelican Bay control 
unit prisoners and found that 40 had suffered mental impairment and injury as 

a result of control unit confinement. He handed his findings over to federal and 
state officials. The official response to Grassian's expose’ on control unit torture 
was to push through Congress the PLRA, which effectively denies the victims 
any legal remedy for mental injuries, unless they can show a prior physical in- 
jury resulting from the mental torture, even though mental torture by definition, 
nature, and design produces no physical injury which precedes psychological 
injury. See 42 United States Code, Section 1997(e). 

11. A conference and rally being planned for Philadelphia in 2007 will focus on 
reaching out broadly to prisoner rights groups and drawing them together into a 
national association aimed at abolishing the status of slaves for prisoners. The 
rally following the conference will raise the demands to: (1) abolish slavery 

— amend the 13" Amendment, (2) free political prisoners/POWs, (3) end the 
racist death penalty, and (4) defend the human rights of all prisoners. For infor- 
mation or to contact the NABBP-PC, contact Rising Sun Press, PO Box 4362, 
Allentown, PA 18105, USA, tel.: 21 (610) 437 2971, email: tomwatts 1 @iwon. 
com. 
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West Coast Climate Convergence was a gathering of activists near the area to share knowledge and skills 
as well as to take direct action. 


It is easy to feel hopeless when clear- 
cuts, “free trade” imperialism, corporate domi- 
nance, prisons, poverty, wars, and state repression 
terrorize the inhabitants of this earth. Maybe the 
issues seem too vast or maybe it feels like nobody 
cares. It is certainly hard not to feel alienated 
and frustrated amidst the SUVs with support our 
troops stickers, corporate advertisements, and the 
united states flags flying proudly in front yards. 
Maybe it is easier to pretend there is nothing 
wrong. But in every town and in every city people 
know that there is something deeply and terribly 
amiss. Many cope by forgetting or ignoring. In 
A Language Older than Words, Derrick Jensen 
explores why blatant atrocities go unnamed and 
ignored. He believes this phenomenon is akin 
to the repression of traumatic experiences such 
as abuse. He writes, “...the first response to the 
undeniable evidence of an awful truth [is that] one 
simply denies it. This is true whether the evidence 
pertains to a father’s rape of his children, the 
murder of millions of Jews or scores of millions of 
indigenous peoples, or the destruction of life on the 
planet (11).” 

So what happens when one takes the 
blinders off to see the atrocious state of the world? 
And it is atrocious. Less than 10% of original old- 
growth forests in Cascadia (a region extending from southeastern Alaska to northern California) remains 
(Cascadia Wildlands Project). Mercury has poisoned fish in the Willamette River making most species un- 
safe to eat. Species are going extinct at unprecedented rates. Small subsistence farmers have been forced 
off their land to make room for huge centralized farms growing luxury crops for the privileged. Children 
toil in sweatshops to make the clothes on our backs. It is hard to deal with the rage, helplessness, and 
sorrow that results when one refuses to ignore these things. But if we wish to change it, we must first see 
it. It is the rebels, revolutionaries, and warriors who direct this immense pain into action. And if you look 
closely, they are everywhere. And they are growing as the descent of civilization makes it harder to com- 
fortably forget. The presence of rebels are far and wide: in the subtle stencil painted illegally on the wall, 
the jails holding ‘eco-terrorists’, alternative 
media reporting demonstrations and police 
repressions, and the cooperative communities 
springing up all around us. 

Civilization is like a car ac- 
celerating out of control towards a brick wall. 
The earth can only be pillaged so much before 
the natural systems that sustain life collapse. 
There is only so much old-growth forest to 
cut and only so much water to pollute. There 
is only so much that can be taken from the 
people before a threshold has been passed 
and they fight back. It is a desperate struggle 
and I cannot pretend that we are winning. 
Sometimes it feels like the only thing that will 
stop this powerful monster is its own greed 


The Welcome Tent, where newcomers were greeted 


A sign put up on the hand drier by a camp attendee 


and self-destructiveness. 

This is why it is so incredibly important for activists to meet and collaborate with other like- 
minded individuals. The realization that there are others with similar concerns and convictions is empow- 
ering. The sharing of knowledge and tools of resistance is invaluable. Rising Tide network must have 
realized this when they organized three near simultaneous Climate Convergences held in Washington State, 
North Carolina, and the United Kingdom. The description of the convergence was as such: “With extreme 
weather, droughts, species extinctions, and melting ice caps becoming more of a reality each day, it is time 
for us to come together to take direct action against climate change. ...Rising Tide North America will 
host a number of regional Convergences for Climate Action to create a space of collective empowerment to 
resist the fossil fuel empire and fight for climate justice.” 

The West Coast Climate Convergence went from August 8"-14" in Skamokawa, Washington. 
Over 400 people attended the camp that was held at the town fairgrounds for a generously low rental price. 
It was held in conjunction with 
a Southeast Convergence near 
Asheville, North Carolina. The 
UK Convergence occurred one 
week later, from August 14"-21* 
in Heathrow. The climate camps 
included interactive workshops, 
performances, as well as direct 
action at the conclusion of the 
event. The camps were focused 
on sharing information and 
skills in order to aid action. In 
the West Coast Convergence, 
organizations and activist groups 
such as Rising Tide North 
America, Earth First!, Seeds of 


Climate Convergence 


by Jessica Brown 


Peace, Global Exchange, Beehive Design Collective, and Rainforest Action Network put on workshops and 
or helped out. Seeds of Peace provided everyone with three deli- 
cious vegan meals every day. Global Exchange and Rainforest 
Action Network sent several representatives to put on work- 
shops. In the evenings there was musical performances by Ric 
Trinkle, East valley Liberation Army, the Underscore Orchestra, 
Victory and the Lads, Willapa Hills, and Brenna Sahatjian (from 
Riotfolk). 

There were also performances by The Clown House 
and The Sprockettes. The Sprockettes were a group of beautiful 
ladies from Portland, OR adorning bright pink and black outfits. 
They did impressive dance moves with fire and bikes. Their mis- 
sion is to: “support and interact with our community to advocate 
and promote bicycle riding, empower and inspire people to live 
out their crazy and wildest dreams, therefore embracing the bad- 
ass-ossity of life and living to their potential, to promote positive 
self image for all body types, offering an alterative to the danger- 
ous mono-culture of what the ideal body type is, to promote a fe- 
male positive perspective that celebrates women empowerment, 
and to encourage exercise, movement, health, and a pro-physical 
lifesytle.” The clown house gave a comical performance in 
clown costumes using bikes. The children especially liked this performance and were very vocal. 

There were talks from local community activists, Starhawk, Dr. Alder Fuller and Dr. Robert 
Michael Pyle. Jorge Tadeo Vargos, from Movimiento Mexicano de Afectados por las Presas y en Defensa de 
los Rios (Mexican movement of Affected by the Dam and in Defense of the Rivers), was scheduled to give 
a talk on “Water and Energy in the Northwest of Mexico: Resistance Expropriation.” Unfortunately, he was 
denied entry into the U.S. from Mexico. His visa was ripped up because border police did not believe that 
he was not illegally emigrating into the States, despite evidence that he was there to attend the Climate Con- 
vergence. He cannot enter the U.S. for one year, though lawyers are working on the case. Organizers and 
attendees were particularly upset about the 
denial, and there was a group photo taken 
and sent to Jorge. 

In congruence with the cause 
of protecting the environment, there was 
a strong commitment during the events 
to low impact living. At the West Coast 
Convergence there was a grey water sys- 
tem, composting toilets and solar panels. 
Someone put a sign on the hand drier in 
the fairground bathroom encouraging 
attendees to shake off their hands rather 
than use the “power hog”. Many people 
biked to the location, and others arrived in 
veggi- oil powered busses. 

The locations of the conver- 
gences were strategically chosen near 
communities rallying around climate is- 
sues. The West Coast Convergence united 
activists on the west coast with local community activists working to stop a Liquefied Natural Gas tanker 
from being built in an estuary in the Columbia River. The Southeast Convergence was focused on coal 
mining and mountaintop removal issues. In the UK, the convergence took direct action against Heathrow 
airport, “the world’s busiest airport and a bigger source of CO2 emissions than most countries.” 

All participants collectively ran the camp and made decisions via consensus. In the west coast 
camp, people signed up for time slots for security, welcome tent, child-care, and kitchen. Volunteer medics, 
conflict resolution people, and wood choppers also helped keep things running smoothly. Each day started 
with morning circle where everyone gathered around to hear announcements. One strategy used to encour- 
age people to help out was for a facilitator to say, “we need five people to help in the kitchen after dinner, 
who can do it?” People would raise their hands until all of the spots were filled. This worked out very well. 
The idea was for the camp to eventually be run by all of the participants. 


The Sprockettes 


Who is Rising Tide? 
Rising Tide is a network of activists responsible for organizing the Convergences. According 
their website, “Rising Tide is an international network born out of the conviction that corporate-friendly and 
state-sponsored “solutions” to climate change will not save us. As a matter of survival, we must decrease 
our dependence on the industries and institutions that are destroying the planet and work toward community 
autonomy and sustainable living.” The grassroots network brings together people from all over the world 
who “take direct action to 
confront the root causes of 
climate change and promote 
local, community-based solu- 
tions to the climate crisis.” It 
takes a no-compromise ap- 
proach towards the fossil fuel 
industry and works to thwart 
the creation of new fossil fuel 
infrastructure. The network 
also works to dismantle oppres- 
sion of all kinds, and promotes 
“real solidarity across lines of 
race, class, gender, and sexual 
orientation.” The allying of 
different groups of people cre- 


Another veg bus, kindly offered by the Underscore Orkestra, a band that 
played at the convergence 


ates a stronger force to be reckoned with. 


Workshops That | Attended 


Climate Change 101: Basics of the science and why we may be past a 
tipping point for irreversible change by Dr. Alder Fuller 


This talk offered a scientific perspective on climate change. 
The forecast calls for rapidly increasing temperatures, water shortages 
and extreme weather. Dr. Alder Fuller, an instructor at Euglena Acad- 
emy here in Eugene, gave the presentation. He argued that evidence 
strongly suggests that we have reached the tipping point for irreversible 
climate change. The idea that climate change will be gradual, according 
to Dr. Fuller, is a fallacy perpetuated by the mainstream media. Rather, 
drastic changes will occur within our lifetimes, most likely in the next 
decade or two. 

These severe changes will lead to a hotter climate than has ever existed in the last 55 million 
years. It was approximately 55 million years ago that the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal ‘Maximum (PETM) oc- 
curred. This was a period of severe and rapid heating that “lasted less than 100,000 years (http://www.giss. 
nasa.gov/research/briefs/schmidt_02).” It is theorized that the breaking up of methane hydrates in the oceans 
contributed greatly to the heating. Dr. Fuller advances James Lovelock’s argument, the author of Revenge 
of Gaia: Why the Earth is Fighting Back- and How we Can Still Save Humanity, who believes that we are 
headed toward a climate similar to PETM levels. 

In order to back up his claim, Dr. Fuller described some basic systems 
science concepts. He explained that climate acts as a network, or a non-linear 
system with coupled parts and circular relationships. This circularity is called 
feedback, Positive feedback occurs when the increase of one thing causes the 
increase of another, which causes the first thing to increase again. It “accelerates 
trends, destabilizes a current state and promotes evolution.” Negative feedback 
leads to stability, because as one part increases another decreases. For example, 
when one eats the desire to eat decreases. 

An important piece of evidence Fuller used to prove his point was ice 
core data from Greenland. This research describes four glacial cycles over the last 
420,000 years. He showed us a graph depicting data multiple times from a 1999 
article published in the scholarly journal Nature (source: J.R. Petit et al, Nature, 
399, 429-36, 1999). Basically, the data shows that there have been four 100,000 
year cyclic ice ages. The cycle is approximately 90,000 years as an ice age, which 
then transitions into 10,000 years as an interglacial period, which then returns to 
an ice age. We have currently been living in an exceptionally stable interglacial 
period. The graph unequivocally shows that the transition from an ice age to an 
interglacial period is extremely fast, whereas the opposite transition takes signifi- 
cantly longer. 

The graph also indicates that the transition from an ice age to an interglacial period is marked 
by a spike in temperature, which is followed by a spike in carbon dioxide and methane. It is commonly -~ 
understood that an increase in carbon dioxide and methane levels in the atmosphere leads to an increase in 
temperature. It appears from the data that as the temperature rises, carbon dioxide and methane follow. This 
is an example of positive feedback. What is so disturbing, said Dr. Fuller, is that the spike in temperature 
occurring now is a result of carbon dioxide and methane levels increasing first. . 

Interglacial, ice age and PETM climate periods are what Dr. Fuller calls attractor states. Dr. Fuller 
explained that “network dynamics fall into multiple distinct states.” He gave the example of a brick. It is 
stable standing on its side or standing upright, but not in between. If caught in between states, the brick will 
inevitably fall one way or another. A tipping point (also known as criti- ; 
cal threshold) is the passing of the threshold that keeps it in its original 
phase. It is the point of no return when the brick has been pushed 
beyond its upright position and will unavoidably fall to its side. As the 
brick example demonstrates, the movement from one attractor state to 
another is not gradual. Fuller explains that the data indicates that the in- 
terglacial and ice age periods are Attractor states. He believes that we are 
headed into an attractor state that is hotter than the interglacial period. 
This is why Fuller argues with the notion of gradual climate change. 
Rather, the transition to a warmer climate state will be rapid, perhaps 
occurring within a decade or two. 

So what evidence indicates that we are headed into another 
attractor state? Fuller presented us with some hard facts (taken directly 
from his slide notes): 

“Even with linear extrapolation, the Arctic will be ice-free by 2050, but melting is accelerating.” Dr. Fuller 
mentioned that the melting of Greenland would cause about a 23 foot increase in sea level. The melting of 
Antarctica would result in an approximately 80 foot rise in sea level. 

-“The polar regions in Arctic and Antarctic have heated 3-4 times faster than anywhere else on earth.” 

“The Arctic ice mass has decreased 20% in less than 30 years.” 

Dr. Fuller also said that the melting of Greenland has tripled in a decade. He showed us data 
from 1992-2002 to demonstrate this fact. The melting of glaciers leads to the sliding of ice due to melted 
water getting underneath the ice sheet. This makes a positive feedback loop because the melted water under 
the ice increases melting. Furthermore, the melting of ice contributes to more warming. This is because 
ice reflects over 80% of sunlight (called albedo), which effectively cools a 
region. As the ice melts there is less of it to reflect sunlight. The ice turns 
into ocean water, which currently absorbs over 80% of sunlight. 

Mountain glaciers are melting rapidly in the Himalayas, 
Mongolia, Europe, and North and South America, said Dr. Fuller. These 
glaciers provide drinking and irrigation water that 100’s of millions of 
people depend on for survival. Perhaps this is why we are hearing about 
upcoming water crises or that the next world war will be over water. 

According to Dr. Fuller, ice core studies reveal that carbon 
dioxide levels are significantly higher than any time in the last 800,000 
years. He probably got this number from the British Antarctic Survey who 
study ice core samples in the Antarctic. Dr. Paul Mayewski, a scientist 
involved in the ice core studies, also stated this on CBS 60 minutes in a re- 
cent interview. In 2004, they were able to extract a three-kilometer ice core 
with climate information from 800,000 years ago(http://www.antarctica. 
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ac.uk). During a normal interglacial period carbon dioxide levels are 280 
parts per million (ppm), with a high of 300 ppm. Currently, CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) levels have been measured at 380 ppma and the concentration is 
accelerating. Dr. Fuller disclosed that CO2 has a half-life of at least 100 
years. This means that most of the CO2 in the atmosphere will be there 
for at least 100 years. A pump down process is responsible for removing 
CO2 from the atmosphere. If CO2 levels continue to accelerate, it is pos- 
sible that the pump down process will be “overwhelmed and destroyed 
leaving levels high for thousands of years”. 

Methane, which is a heating agent 20 times more powerful 
than CO2, is also a major problem. The levels are about 2.7 times the 
normal levels in an interglacial period; average interglacial levels are 650 
ppb and now are at 1780 ppb. Dr. Fuller explained that as permafrost 
near the Arctic melt, methane-producing bacteria called methanogens de- 
compose the formerly frozen organic matter. They then release methane 
into the atmosphere. According to Dr. Fuller, methane is increasing at a rate five times than expected a few 
years ago. 

As if there aren’t enough positive feedback loops, Dr. Fuller described another very serious 
one. Ehux, or Emiliania huxleyi is a single-celled phytoplankton that plays a major role in the pumping 
down process of CO2. The populations of these photosynthesizing algae are experiencing negative effects 
due to heating. These microscopic phytoplankton live in the sea and use CO2 to create calcium carbonate 
shells. These shells then fall down to the bottom of the ocean floor where they remain indefinitely. This is 
one of the only ways that carbon can be removed from the carbon cycling process. 
Trees, for example, remove carbon from the atmosphere, but eventually the stored 
carbon cycles back into a gaseous phase. Another reason Ehux are important is 
because they produce dimethyl sulphide (DMS), which eventually ends up in the 
atmosphere. Some of the DMS binds with moisture producing clouds (called cloud 
condensation nuclei) that cool tropical oceans. Another source mentioned that 
large blooms of Ehux play a role in reflecting sunlight back into the atmosphere. 
En masse they are “optically similar to water if sackloads of glitter or sequins were 
to be added to it (http://www.soes.soton.ac.uk/staff/tt/).” 

A serious issue related to Ehux is the acidification of the oceans. Accord- 
ing to Fuller, oceans contain approximately one half of the carbon dioxide from 
the industrial era. Increased levels of CO2 in the ocean are causing the water to 
become less alkaline (or basic). This is because when CO2 and water react, car- 
bonic acid is formed. The pH of the ocean is still above pH 7, but if it gets lower 
(meaning more acidic), the calcium carbonate shells created by Ehux cannot form. 
This is another dreadful positive feedback loop. The acidification of the ocean will 
also prevent coral and bones from forming. 

Fuller also explained that there is a 50 year lag time before the CO2 levels 
stabilize and heating ceases. This is a result of water’s latent heating properties; 
water takes a longer time to heat than air. But eventually the oceans will absorb 
the heat and re-radiate it back into the atmosphere. Fuller said that the “ocean is a vast heat storage tank that 
will continue to heat us for many years even after atmosphere carbon stabilizes”. 

The cutting of the rainforests is also contributing to global heating. This is because rainforests 
are responsible for creating clouds via evapotranspiration. These clouds cool the tropics. Fuller explained 
that without these clouds, the equatorial regions will experience desertification. Despite their environmental 
importance, over 80,000 acres (32,000 hectares) of rainforests are destroyed each day. Between May 2000 
and August 2005, the Amazon rainforest in Brazil lost over 132,000 square kilometers. All of Greece is 
smaller than this area (source: rainforests. mongabay.com). 

Generally, the outlook is not so peachy. If Fuller is right, we 
will be transitioning into another climate phase in the near future. There 
8 will be major effects in one or two decades, and they have al ready begun. 
One of Fuller’s sources, James Lovelock, asserts that billions will die this 
century and that civilization as we know it will collapse. The difference 
in temperature between now and a hotter climate to come is twice as great 
as between now and the last ice age. There is evidence that the changes 
have already begun. To demonstrate this, Fuller gave us some Statistics: 
“1998 and 2005 are tied for the hottest year in 400 years, 2006 was the 
hottest year on record in the U.S. and the winter of 2007 was the hottest 
ever recorded.” [Note, after Dr. Fuller’s presentation NASA amended 
their data, revealing that in the U.S. 1934 was actually .02 degrees Cc 
warmer than 1998. 1998 and 2005 are still tied for the hottest year glob- 
ally. Skeptics have used this data to refute global warming. However, 
in our correspondence, Dr. Fuller wrote, “That is still fully consistent 
with global heating scenario, since it was clear that we were already beginning serious heating in the early 
20" century, but from 1940 to 1970, we underwent a temporary cooling due to air pollution and increased 
albedo from industrial activity; we resumed heating in the 1970's due to clean air legislation. This new data 
about 1934 is however, giving the skeptics an opportunity for a field day. Taken as a whole, however, all the 
evidence — ice packs, permafrost, heating oceans, acidification, etc. — the conditions now are different and 
more serious by far than in 1934, which was just a prelude.”] 

The reason that clean air legislation led to temporary cooling is because fossil fuels emit sulfur 
aerosols, such as DMS. As described above with Ehux, sulfur aerosols create clouds that cool the planet 
when released into the atmosphere. Therefore, while the overall effect of fossil emissions is to heat, there 

| is a temporary cooling effect. Ironically, Dr. Fuller explained that if fossil 

| emissions were to stop completely there would actually be a global spike in 
temperature. This phenomena was experienced to a lesser extent in weeks 
after 9/11. We experienced a 1.8 degrees C increase in heat due to the tem- 
porary grounding of airplanes and the resulting decrease in emissions. 

Rising sea levels, and extreme and chaotic weather are likely. 
Even if we stopped all carbon emissions today, it is likely that we would 
still experience transition into the next climate state. However, Fuller em- 
phasized that this does not mean we should not work to reduce or eliminate 
emissions. This is because if we continue to emit at such high rates, we 
may not stabilize into the next hotter state, but rather continue heating into 
one above that. 

Fuller gave us some suggestions at the end of his talk. He said 


Continued on page 16 
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that we must drastically reduce carbon emissions now and use non-carbon energy 
resources. He is not an advocate of biofuels or nuclear energy. He also said that a new 
kind of civilization should include: education to increase public understanding, a pro- 
motion of ecosystem healing (1/3 of every nation should be kept wild), and planning 
for water and food security. In the Pacific Northwest he suggested the creation of an 
intergovernmental climate change task force. 


Building Sustainable Communities at the Grassroots Level by Sustainable Ballard 


Two residents of Ballard, a town near Seattle, Washington, facilitated this 
workshop. They are organizers for the non-profit all volunteer run organization called 
Sustainable Ballard. Sustainable Ballard has over one thousand members. According 
to the facilitators, the goal is to create an autonomous and close-knit community that 
can survive the collapse of civilization. The organizers admitted that there was still 
a long way to go, but feel that they achieved many victories. The organization was 
formed by frustrated and defeated anti-war activists, who wanted something to be for 
rather than against. The strategy of the group is to remain positive, have fun, and cel- 
ebrate victories. They claim that this is effective in drawing people into the organiza- 
tion. 

The campaigns are organized as a seven point starfish. The prongs, known 
as guilds, are: transportation; urban design and planning; food, heath and medicine;-home energy and 
conservation; community and economy; water, waste and environment; and arts and crafts. In the trans- 
portation guild, their campaigns have looked at issues in the community. They have handed out undrivers 
licenses, convinced people to pledge to drive only a certain amount, and helped lobby for a local biodiesel 
manufacturer threatened by another less sustainable vendor. In terms of urban design and planning, they 
have worked on putting bike paths and community gardens into the town. They have also worked to reclaim 
recycled materials. Under the food, health and medicine guild, organizers have created a 100-mile pledge 
campaign, where residents promise to buy products from less than 100 miles away. In the community and 
economy guild, organizers have worked on a homeless relief effort as well as helping to create a more tight 
knit community. Sustainable Ballard has been recognized by Al Gore for achieving carbon neutrality in the 
town. Members of Sustainable-Ballard have joined the city government, and have found it to be helpful in 
promoting their cause. 

Organizations like this are needed to get the general public more concerned with their environ- 
mental impact. While some might criticize Sustainable Ballard as being too mainstream and moderate, 

I would not. Sustainable Ballard has been successful in organizing their community. An environmental 
movement should take many different forms and strategies. A variety of 
approaches are necessary, including but not limited to: working within the 
system to involve the general public, taking a no-compromise direct action 
approach, and lobbing for changes in governmental policy. All of these 
strategies should be appreciated and recognized for their importance. It 
would be helpful if different types of organizers supported the work of one 
another and worked to build a network of alliances. 


Dismantling Monoculture: Tales of Ants and Economics in the Ameri- 
cas by the Beehive Design Collective 


The Beehive Design Collective has distributed over 50,000 post- 
ers of their intricate and massive art pieces. They are a group from eastern 
Maine that tours around the world. They give slide presentations of these 
posters that include narratives about the images. The pieces are large-scale 
collaborations based on well-researched topics and interviews. Some of 
the issues illustrated are U.S. hegemony, the FTAA, Plan Columbia, Plan Puebla Panama, environmental 
destruction, biotechnology, and Latin American solidarity. Their images are anti-copyright and anonymous. 
The posters are not distributed by stores, but rather by hand during tours or through their website. 

The collective is not only involved in creating giant masterpieces. The group started as an all 
women stone mosaic collective. Now, they create massive posters, stone mosaics, and have been working on 
restoring Grange Hall. Grange Hall is a community center with a radical agrarian reformist history that was 
going to be torn down. The bees have been working tirelessly to completely restore Grange Hall and return 
it to the community. This has been accomplished all through volunteer work and donations. 

For more information check out www.beehivecollective.org 


Tools of Consciousness Change for Activists by Starhawk 

We began by learning to ground ourselves. Starhawk had us stand straight and feel the ground 
with our feet. We closed our eyes and 
became more in tune with all of our other 
senses. We imagined that roots were 
extending from our feet into the earth, 
grounding and stabilizing us. These roots 
extend so far that they hit the fiery mantle 
of the earth. Then we imagined the hot 
magma from the earth rising up along our 
spines with our breath. We breathed out 
anything we needed to release. 

Then Starhawk taught us how 
to find our anchor. An anchor is what 
brings us back to a calm, grounded state 
where we can make decisions in stressful 
situations. The trick is to bring yourself 
there by doing the same thing physically, 
mentally and verbally each time. For the 
physical part, I chose to touch my finger- 
tips together. Then she had us imagine 
something mentally that was calming. I 
thought of a raging river and imagined the 
sound that it made. Then she had us think 
of a word or phrase that could help bring . 
us back. I chose “I am grounded”. 

Then we worked on staying 
grounded as we moved around. As we did 


this Starhawk snatched someone from the One of the Beehive Collective's gigantic masterpieces that hung in the camp 


Some people having fun in a workshop 


group, like an undercover cop might snatch an activist from a protest. We then discussed 
what the person being snatched could do in this situation. Starhawk suggested yelling 
“I’m being snatched.” She also suggested the buddy system, where you chose a buddy 
who you look out for and will look out for you. In addition, we worked on putting our 
peripheral vision to better use. Then we repeated the exercise except Starhawk tapped 
someone to let them know that they were doing the snatching. I was the one snatched 
and screamed “Help, I’m being taken away!” Starhawk then demonstrated how one can 
become a deadweight, making it harder to move you and helping to prevent injury. 

Next we did an exercise in which we learned to feel people’s auras. We 
partnered up and had one person close their eyes and meditate while another person 
monitored. We thought of a time when we were prevented from doing something because 
of fear. Our partner monitored us during this time. Then we thought of a time when 
we had accomplished something despite fear. Then we went back to a grounded state. 
Each partner took turns monitoring and being monitored and then we discussed what we 
noticed about the other person. 

One of the main themes of Starhawk’s workshop was that people are not going to 
respond well to being told what they are doing wrong. Rather, it is more effective to tell 
people what they can do right. We practiced doing this interpersonally using a partner 
and role-playing. We then gave each other feedback on how well we did and possible 
improvements that could be made. 

The workshop ended with Starhawk teaching us this song: 

“We are this rising of the moon 
We are the shaking of the ground 
We are the seed that takes root 
When we bring the fortress down” 


Anti-Racist Organizing for White Activists by Waste Not Washington and Coalition of Anti-Racist 
Whites 


This four-hour interactive and discussion based workshop focused on anti-racist organizing. 
Organizers from Waste Not Washington and the Coalition of Anti-Racist Whites facilitated the workshop. 
The first half of the workshop was focused on definitions and theories regarding white supremacy and op- 
pression. Together the group developed a graphic representation of white supremacy. The representation 
unequivocally demonstrated that white people control the institutions used and needed by both white and 
people of color. : 


Terminology was also something discussed during this period 
of time. An indigenous woman attending the workshop explained that 
she preferred that the term minority not be used. Rather she preferred 
the term person of color or indigenous person. She also explained that 
she did not identify as a person of color but instead as an indigenous 
person. She felt that the oppression experienced by indigenous people was 
distinct from that experienced by people of color. We also discussed the 
difference between oppression and prejudice. According to the facilita- 
tors, oppression=prejudice + institutional power. This can be divvied 
up for racism, heterosexism, sexism, ableism, ageism, etc. Therefore 
racial oppression=racial prejudice + institutional power. The facilitators 
explained that the ideas from this workshop could be used to combat all 
different types of expression. We also discussed that most people experi- 
ence some kind of oppression; both of the facilitators identified as queer, 
for example. 

During the second half of the workshop, we discussed what it 
meant to be an ally. According to a handout, an ally is “a member of a dominant group in our society who 
works to dismantle any form of oppression from which she or he receives benefit (from Interrupting the 
cycle of oppression: the role of allies as agents of change by Andrea Ayvazian).” The handout also read, 
“an ally supports self-determination and has a commitment to working with others from the dominant 
group to undo oppression.” The definition of anti-racist (as applied to white people) was as such: “a per- 
son who makes a conscious choice to act to challenge some aspect of the white supremacy system: includ- 
ing her/his own white privilege, as well as some form of oppression against people of color (by Sharon 
Martinas of the challenging white supremacy workshop).” We brainstormed ways that whites could 
be effective allies. We came up with: challenge institutions, name racism and intervene, use privilege 
strategically, recognize own privilege and how it plays out, educate self of the history of racism, listen to 
and honor the leadership of people of color, organize and educate whites, and recognize that intent may be 
different from impact. 

We discussed the best way to 
respond to being told by a person of color 
that our behavior was offensive and or op- 
pressive. We concluded that it is best to 
take a moment to cool down so as to not 
be too defensive while discussing it. We 
also concluded that an ally should listen 
to the complaint and not expect the person 
| to listen to your justifications. 

Another activity we did during 
the workshop was to read a statement 
from a handout, and then decide whether 
or not we agreed with the statement. We 
went to one side of the room if we strong- 
ly agreed while the opposite end meant 
we strongly disagreed. You could also 
stand anywhere in between. One of the 
statements was: “Even though challenging 
racism is crucial to creating justice in the 
U.S., it cannot be separated out from other 
forms of oppression such as economic in- 
justice, sexism, homophobia, etc. to name 
» afew. Therefore, we must spend time 
focusing on understanding these forms 
of oppression and how they affect our 
organizing work.” We would then have a 
discussion about why people felt the way 
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they did. It was a very helpful activity. 
Overall it was enlightening to get together in a safe space with a group of white folks and talk 
about white privilege and racial oppression. 


Introduction to Non-Violent Direct Action and Blockades by Seeds of Peace 


Unfortunately I was over a half hour late to this workshop because I got confused about its 
location. Another person and I walked around the wrong campground for a long time until we found the 
location of the workshop. This means I missed a lot of important information. When I finally get there, I 
realized I lost my pen and couldn’t even take notes. Regardless, I got a lot of awesome information from 
this workshop. 

This workshop was a training in non-violent direct action and blockades. We discussed impor- 
tant roles that need to be taken during this type of action. One of the most important roles is that of a direct 
Support person. If there is an individual locked down during a demonstration, it is a good idea to have a 
person looking out for them. This person puts their body on the line to defend a person on lock down. For 
example, if there is a lock down on a logging road, and the loggers arrive before the police, sometimes there 
is a threat of violence to the protestors from the workers. It is the direct support person’s job to verbally or 
physically prevent someone from hurting the blockader. Another important role that somebody needs to 
play is police liaison. This person calmly talks with police and tries to diffuse the situation. Jail support is 
necessary, and the person doing it should never come to the actual demonstration. The jail support person 
cannot get arrested. Rather, they should sit by the phone waiting for arrestees to call them. 

Then we did a mock demonstration. There were angry workers and police officers selected. The 
rest of us had to assign roles and create a plan of action in a short period of time. Four of us locked down to 
the play structure. We selected direct support people, police liaisons, media, and jail support people. After 
the mock demonstration we had a debriefing where we discussed what went well and what could have gone 
better. 


Corporate Campaigning: How to take on the big boys and win with Global Exchange 


This was facilitated by a representative from Global Exchange and a representative from Rain- 
forest Action Network. We began with the anarchist ABC’s. They were OECD-MAI-APEC-NAFTA-WTO- 
GATS-WB and IMF, now I know my enemies... Unfortunately, I didn’t write down the rest of the lyrics, 
but it was a fun song. Next, we did some theatrical 
exercises to get things started. First we partnered 
up with someone we didn’t know. One person 
followed the other person’s hand with their head. 

It was fun to make them move around a lot and en- 
tangle them with other people. In the next exercise 
we got to be human sculptors. The facilitator had 
us each pick a partner and mold them to describe 

a certain word. They were words like empower- 
ment, resistance, and oppression. Next we got into 
groups of four or five. We did the same exercise, 
but one sculptor had her or his way with a group of 
three or four people. It was very interesting to see 
what people created. We then said words describ- 
ing what each sculpture evoked. When I got to be 
the sculptor, my word was resistance. I made my 
four sculptees into a blockade, with hands outward 
or in fists. I also had them make aggressive and 
powerful facial expressions. 

After these activities, we listed what 
corporations were and what they represented. Then 
we described possible weaknesses of corporations. Anti-LNG demonstration 
Some of the weaknesses we came up with were: 
unsustainable, based on unending growth, dependent on those they exploit, etc. Next we learned how to 
make an ally grid. We broke up into groups of three and decided on a problem involving a corporation that 
we would like to tackle. Our group discussed a corporation called GUNNS (yes, that’s actually its name) 
which is cutting old growth forests on the Australian island Tasmania. We first listed the problem; ours was 
that GUNNS was cutting old growth in Tasmania. Then we wrote down the solution. Our solution was to 
prevent this from happening. Admittedly, we could have come up with something more specific. Then we 
made the ally grid. It consisted of three columns: allies, neutral, and against. We listed everyone (organiza- 
tions, groups of people, businesses, etc.) that might fall under each category. For example, some of our al- 
lies consisted of environmental student groups in Australia, local community residents, etc. Neutral people 
were church-goers, residents, etc. Opponents were the GUNNS corporation, conservative pundits, loggers, 
etc. The goal is to try and move neutral and Opponents over one column. It was. very helpful to brainstorm 
all of the possibilities for allies and opponents. 

Next did some role-playing. One person pretended to campaign to an individual from one of 
the categories. I campaigned to a church-goer and tried to bring in the angle that God wouldn’t want his 
creations to be destroyed. I also pretended to be a logger who opposed the stance of the campai gner. I 
explained that environmentalists were threatening my livelihood as a logger. How else would I feed my 
family? The campaigner attempted to show that we had a common en- == eee ' 
emy. He asked how my wages were, how tough my job was, and also 
how important the environment was to me. He tried to explain that 
environmentalists are not against the loggers themselves, but rather the 
large corporations that they work for. 

After these exercises, we were basically out of time. But 
the facilitators had a lot more planned and tried to rush through it 
quickly. They outlined a campaign strategy. The first thing they sug- 
gested was to create a corporate power analysis. They said that it can 
be very helpful to research the chain of custody, and then find strategic 
points of intervention. They provided us with this diagram: 


Resource-->input-->throughput-->output-->consumers-->shareholders 
-->commercial customers 


After obtaining a thorough understanding of how the product is ex- 
tracted, processed and sold, an activist can find a point of entry. If one 
part of the chain is blockéd, the entire system can come to a halt. 

Next is the time to make an allies power map, which was 


The Columbia River 


discussed above. The facilita- 
tors also encouraged activists 
to have a vision, a defined 
goal, which is explicit and is 
time-oriented. Having a goal 
can help narrow the focus, they 
said. Unfortunately, I had to 
leave at this point. But I jotted 
down the remaining notes they 
had written. They involved: 
have a critical path, SMART 
(sequential, measurable, action- 
able, realistic, time bound) 
objectives, a demand set, and 
thought out tactics. 

It was empower- 
ing to discuss how one might 
interfere with a very powerful 
corporation. Often times it 
feels like they are too powerful 
and have too many resources 
for a few activists to derail. It 
was refreshing to discuss their weaknesses and also have strategies of attack outlined for us. 


Kayakers at Anti-LNG demonstration 


Actions: 
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Washington on the Columbia, against Liquified Natural Gas 
(LNG) proposal 


All of the camps ended in direct actions. At the West Coast Convergence, participants were in- 
volved in two demonstrations. First, attendees participated in an anti-LNG demonstration organized by lo- 
cal community residents. Climate campers and community members met at the house of Franz and Mieke 
Eykel. Their riverfront house is a half a mile away 
from the location of the proposed LNG terminal at 
Bradwood Landing. Many community members 
near the location are outraged by the proposal and 
the treatment they have received from NorthernStar 
Natural Gas, the Texas company proposing the termi- 
nal. They have been fighting to prevent the construc- 
_ tion of the terminal for over two years now. 

Protestors held anti-LNG signs on the 
shoreline. There were boats that took many of us to 
Puget Island, where some people stuck their heads 
in the sand to make a statement about supporters of 
LNG. A major purpose of the demonstration was 
to gain media attention. The Oregonian was there 
and did cover the issue. There was also local media 
there. 


ey 


The project is one of five proposed sites, 
one in Coos Bay and the others in the lower Colum- Pua 
bia. The proposed site is 20 miles east of Astoria. 
The terminal will cost $600 million and occupy 
55 acres of the 420 acre site (http://www.oregon. 
gov/ENERGY/SITTING/BILLING.shtml). Accord- 
ing to NorthernStar’s websiste, the proposal includes 
a “berth to accommodate the one to two ships arriving each week, two storage tanks (with permitting fora 
third should the market demand it), and a re-gasification building to convert the liquefied natural gas back 
into natural gas.” The tanker ships will be 900 feet long and 15 stories high. The proposal also includes a 
thirty-four mile long pipeline going to the Washington Williams Northwest interstate pipeline. The location 
is in the Columbia Estuary, a crucial location for the reproduction of salmon, as well as home to many other 
fish, plants, birds and other wildlife. 

Residents have a number of concerns about the proposal. They raised environmental concerns 
about the affect on the Columbia Estuary and the salmon species that depend on it. They also were con- 
cerned that the majority of the jobs provided by the LNG facility would be short-term. They argue that 
most of the gas would go California, rather than serving Oregon and Washington. 

A major concern voiced by residents during a potluck at the convergence was safety. Accord- 
ing to the Sandia Report, Guidance on Risk Analysis and Safety Implications of a Large Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) Spill Over Water (2004), liquefied natural gas is flammable in liquid (28) and vapor form (20). 
The report concluded that risks from accidental spills were low and that security and surveillance could 
reduce the risks from intentional spills. The nature of these risks were outlined in the report. LNG is natu- 
ral gas cooled at atmospheric pressure to -260 degrees F (28). In this state a spill can result in cryogenic 
burns and also corrode structures (29). The report stated 
that “the most significant impacts to public safety and 
property exist within approximately 500 m of a spill, due 
to thermal hazards from fire (15)” but that “...hazards will > 3 
occur predominantly within 1600 m of LNG ship spill 
(19).” LNG can also undergo rapid phase transitions. 

For example, if LNG meets with a warm medium like 
water, “explosive boiling of LNG can occur, resulting in 
localized overpressure releases (39).” If LNG is vapor- 
ized and mixed with air, “...ignition of the vapor cloud 
could cause fires and overpressures that could injure 
people or cause damage to the tanker’s structure, other. 
LNG tanks, or nearby structures (29).” If there is not an 
ignition source, the study found that vapor cloud could es 
extend to 2,500 m (20). If ignited the vapor cloud will 
“burn back to the spill source” creating what is known as 
a fireball (39). 

Community members expressed concern that 
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Camp Actions continue 


Climate Convergence, Continued 


the LNG terminal could be a terrorist target. One man told me that he was worried that this risk would cause 
militarization of the river, including armed security personnel and extensive surveillance of the river. These 
concerns are not unfounded. The Sandia report details the risks of a terrorist attack on an LNG facility and 
suggests increased security and surveillance of the river. . 

The Coast Guard issued a Waterway Suitability Assessment for the Bradwood Landing LNG 
project. According to the report, “additional measures will be necessary to responsibly manage the naviga- 
tion, safety and security risks.” These included a 500-yard buffer zone around the LNG gas ships, a 200- 
yard buffer around docked tankers, monitoring of the tanker route and terminal via video surveillance, the 
accompaniment of escorts*with the tankers, augmentation of shore side firefighting resources and training, 
and numerous security measures. The buffer zones will not extend beyond the shoreline. According to the 
report, if these measures fail to be implemented, “the Columbia River would be considered unsuitable for 
the LNG marine traffic associated with the Bradwood LNG terminal.” Lt. Shadrack Scheirman, who works 
at Coast Guard Sector Portland, said that the narrowest part of the river is 600 feet wide. Vessels may be 
allowed to pass through the buffer zone after contact with security personnel. 

Not all of the report was public due to national security reasons. The public report did not make 
it clear who would pay for the implementation of these measures. According the NorthernStar Senior Vice 
President of Development Gary Coppedge, “some of those are paid directly by Northern Star, and some of 
those are funded through taxes that are paid. Some are funded through collaborations with different groups 
that are providing these services.” It also did not clarify whether or not the tanker escorts would be armed. 


Portland Oregon, against PacifiCorps 
On August 14", 2007 three protesters blockaded the main entrance to PacifiCorp’s headquarters 
on NE 7" and Multnomah). They locked themselves to four 600 pound concrete barrels, with the words Tear 
Down the Dams written on them. All three wore Earth First! shirts. No one was arrested. 
Billionaire Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway Corporation owns PacifiCorp. PacifiCorp 
owns four dams along the Klamath River. These dams are blamed for the loss of several species of Pacific 
salmon, as 70,000 adult salmon have died and juvenile disease rates have been escalating. A meager 8% 
of the river’s historic salmon population remains today. The salmon populations are being lost through 
juvenile salmon disease, adult mortality and species extinction. The dams have also caused liver-toxic algae 
blooms exceeding the World Health Organization guidelines by 
4,000 times. On August 23", 2007, the Karuk Tribe, Klam- iF 
ath Riverkeeper and Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s | Te es 
Associations filed a lawsuit against the California Regional ; 
Water Quality Board, North Coast Region. They are holding LL6ys 
the Board responsible for not regulating “toxic algae discharges 
from PacifiCorp’s Klamath damns and reservoirs (http://www. <% 
indybay.org/newsitems/2007/08/23/18442846.php)” 

In addition, dams release methane from rotting 
materials. This significantly contributes to global warming as 
methane is a greenhouse gas that is a more powerful heating 
agent that carbon dioxide. According to the International Riv- 


dams, PacifiCorp has plans for 5 new coal plants in the west, 
one in Washington State. 88% percent of PacifiCorp’s energy 
comes from coal and gas-fired power plants, which contribute to 
climate change. ; 

Here is what two of the blockaders had to say: 

“PacifiCorp is a climate criminal and salmon killer 
living in the heart of Portland. For human health, salmon sur- 
vival and a livable climate, PacifiCorp must un-dam the rivers of Portland protest against PacifiCorp 
the west and eliminate its use of fossil fuels.” 

“We’re locked down to demonstrate our solidarity with affected communities and the salmon 
of the Klamath River who are fighting for their health and survival. We demand the immediate removal of 
PacifiCorp’s Klamath dams.” 


Asheville, against Bank of America 

Two activists used bicycle locks to lock down in the main lobby of the downtown branch of Bank 
of America on Monday, August 13th. Others blocked the entrance to the branch. Many of the protestors 
wore canary and polar bear costumes wielding signs such as “Bank of America Stop Moutaintop Removal”, 
“They lie, we die”, etc. In addition, some protestors entered the bank to deliver coal to tellers and custom- 
ers. Five protestors, including those locked down were violently arrested. Rising tide spent $4,000 to bail 
the arrestees out. At least one protestor was subjected to pain compliance holds by police. 

Bank of America was 
chosen to protest its investments in 
coal companies planning to build 
coal power plants. The bank has lent 
hundreds of millions of dollars to coal 
companies such as Flerida Power and 
Light, Massey Energy, and Arch Coal. 
In fact, Bank of America lent almost 
$1 billion to Massey Energy and 
Arch Coal, who practice mountaintop 
removal coal mining. Mountaintop re- 
moval involves blowing up the top of 
a mountain in order to expose thin lay- 
ers of coal underneath. This practice 
has destroyed over 500 square miles of 
mountains and buried over 1,200 miles 
of streams in West Virginia alone. 

This action was done 
despite serious police harassment 
and involvement. On August 13", 
uniformed and undercover police sur- 
rounded the convergence site and a po- 
lice helicopter hovered above. There 
was much speculation that the action 


RO 


One of the four barrels that Portland blockaders locked down to. 
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would be held at Progress Energy’s Skyland coal power 
plant. Progress Energy was the fifth largest purchaser 
Massey Energy’s coal in 2005. It is also the largest source 
of pollution in Buncombe County. 


The Southeast Convergence for Climate Action list of 
demands: 

Recognizing that climate change is already here, we hold 
corporations and governments accountable for the effects 
on communities, people, and the living earth. Therefore, we 
demand: 

1. That Bank of America completely divest from the coal 
industry and other dirty, climate-changing energy compa- 
nies. 

2. A 90% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 
3. An immediate halt to any plans for new nuclear and coal 
power plants and a complete redirection of research and 
development money toward conservation, efficiency and 
clean, renewable energy projects. 

4. An immediate end to mountaintop removal coal mining 
and other forms of strip mining. 

5. A just, rapid transition away from fossil fuels and nuclear 
power by 2020. 

6. A shift to community controlled, small-scale systems of 
energy production, transportation, and food production and 
distribution. 

7. An end to the privatization of the atmosphere through market-based mechanisms such as carbon trading. 
8. Climate Justice Now! 


UK Heathrow Airport 
In my exhaustion I cannot write any more! So borrowed this statement from Heathrow, UK climate camp. 
You can find it at http://www.climatecamp.org.uk/success.php 

The 24 hours of direct action against climate change which 
began on Sunday August 19th at noon has culminated in a flurry 
of direct actions throughout England. As previously stated, none 
of the actions were intended to disrupt passengers, but instead, 
targeted the corporations who profit from climate chaos. Mean- 
while, the mass siege of BAA national headquarters has forced 
\y its closure for the day. 
During the week there have been over 71 arrests and a dozen 
actions, covering a broad range of issues. 


Sunday the 19th and Monday the 20th August 

Carbon offset companies were occupied by protesters dressed 
as red herrings. Fifteen have occupied the offices of Climate 
Care in Oxford. Ten have leafleted the offices of the Carbon 
Neutral Company in London. Carbon offsetting is a scheme al- 
, lowing companies and consumers to pay in order to supposedly 
neutralize their carbon emissions. ‘Carbon offsets are ineffec- 
tive, based on dubious science and lead people to believe they 
are helping when they are not - the concept and the practice are 
acon,’ said Sophie Nathan, who is taking part in the Carbon 
Neutral Company action. 

Five protesters are in a concrete lock-on outside Sizewell A 
and B nuclear power stations. Their banner declares, ‘Nuclear 
power is not the answer to climate chaos.” Twelve protesters have superglued themselves to the entrance at 
BP headquarters. They are highlighting BPs essential role in the aviation industry. Protester Stanley Owen 
said “We cannot sustain infinite growth on a planet with finite resources.” Eighteen protest- 
ers occupied the office of the owners of Leeds airport, Bridgepoint Capital, on Warwick Street in London. 

In Harmondsworth village a group of 500, consisting of locals as well as climate camp partici- 
pants, gathered to listen John McDonnell Labour MP for Hayes and Harlington. He told the government 
that the third runway will not be built: ‘Even with the latest, more efficient aircraft, the climate change 
imperative demands that air travel growth be severely curtailed. The government can no longer have its 
cake and eat it. If it’s genuinely serious about climate change it must show meaningful leadership to rein in 
aviation expansion.’ 

Protesters wore copies of the Tyndall Report on their hands during the mass action, carrying a 
banner reading, ‘We are armed....only with peer-reviewed science’. ; 

Late on Sunday evening, BA World Cargo depot was blockaded for about four and a half hours 
by eight protestors locked to each-other. 

Saturday 18 August 

Children and their parents blockade the World Freight Centre at Heathrow in protest at the dam- 
age to the climate caused by unnecessarily flying food around the world. 

60 people occupy Carmel Agrexco’s Heathrow warehouse in Hayes, where produce is air 
freighted in from territories occupied by Israel, highlighting the issues of food miles and the unjust and 
unlawful distribution of natural resources in the Middle East. 

Friday 17 August 

The doors of six London travel agencies are chained shut and plastered with signs saying 
‘Closed, gone to the Climate Camp.’ Ten people occupy the office of private charter company XL, which 
has a contract with the Home Office to deport rejected asylum seekers, exposing the connection between 
climate change and forced migration. 

Activists superglue themselves to the front doors of the Department for Transport’s London 
headquarters. A tourist spontaneously joins the protest by chaining himself to the doors. 

Thursday 16 August 

Farnborough and Biggin Hill airports, both exclusively used by private executive jets, are block- 
aded by two teams of climate activists in disgust at the obscenity of the super-rich using planes as a taxi 
service. 

Wednesday 13 August 

A group of activists set up a climate camp on the wing of an Airbus A380 on its way to be as- 

sembled in France, pledging to stay until government ministers come up with a ‘safe’ aviation policy. 


At first I was going to write a less personal more academic article about the importance of 
psychological self examination and group discussion for politically radical individuals. Then I realized it 
made more sense to practice what I preach and give a more personally revealing account of how I came to 
these views. 

I want to emphasize though how much more powerful I feel political dialogue is when conduct- 
ed between people through real time as opposed to over days, months and years through the written word. 
Why are we not in the streets, passionately discussing these issues instead of reclining within our homes, 
resembling too closely the “armchair radical” who ferments in their own personal politics for so long they 
lose connection with the reality that they are allegedly trying to change? 

Yeah so, some time ago a friend of mine introduced me to Stangoff.com and I quickly became 
a Goff junky. His lucid writing style and radical leftist analysis were providing decisive answers to such 
political questions as “Why do the Democrats suck?” and “Don’t we have an obligation to stay in Iraq after 
invading it?” Also, I was then becoming more interested in Feminism and through Goff’s blog I was given 
a tour of the front-lines of Feminist theory and the many contradictory positions struggling to define “true” 
feminism. This compelling combination had hooked me and I was slowly but surely being drawn into the 
ideological orbit of Stan Goff, the Feral Scholar. 

Recent developments in Latin America and the rising “anti-neoliberal” sentiment around the 
world fed a sense of optimism about the ( hopefully) inevitable revolution of the oppressed classes that 
would help create new avenues of democracy in an increasingly unstable global political environment; Stan 
Goff being the perfect person to polish off this optimism and back it up with military analysis of insurgency 
and post-marxist class observations. 

However, in the last several months I had become dully aware that I was neglecting some 
inward, “spiritual” aspects of myself, and that this mi ght lead to some sad psychological experiences down 
the road if further ignored. While staying with a friend in Hawaii I mide a mental note to talk to my parents 
about maybe becoming involved in a non-denominational religious group they had been a part. Other/ad- 
ditional options for religio-spiritualistic experiences I’ve entertained have been to attend one of the many 
churches in my local neighborhood, simply meditating, or when I was next in Eugene to have Asa, a 
resident Chaos Magician and Subgenius, perform some cool magick ritual or something (for more about the 
Church of the Subgenius and Chaos Magick see: the Internet!) 

My stay in Hawaii was enjoyable but also very dramatic because my friend’s family situation 
was destabilizing both monetarily and emotionally. I feel that my presence was not entirely obstructive, and 
that I maybe even helped mediate some of the frustrated emotions flying about and that was/is a pretty good 
feeling. Also I became incredibly grateful of my Own parents’ patience and understanding nature and com- 
bining that with the feminist analysis of women’s labor being seen as a “free good” in society have realized 
a greater respect for my mom and all she has done for me. So my stay in Hawaii 
had indeed affected me on a “deep” level, but it now seems clear some major 
demonic agents were yet to be exorcized from my subconscious. 

Finally back in Portland I felt ecstatic, literally high on life. For about 
a week I was brimming with happiness every waking moment. A couple causes 
for this occurred to me: I was very happy to be back in Portland, I had stopped 
smoking pot (which happened a lot in Hawaii even though I no longer find it a 
largely positive experience) and it leaving my system was causing a dramatic 
upswing in attitude AND thirdly, the Revolution was imminent. You see, dur- 
ing this ecstatic period I purchased and eagerly read through Stan Goff’s “Full 
Spectrum Disorder”. In it Goff outlines the precarious grip global capitalism and 
its state actors have on growing movements for greater autonomy world wide. 
The Rumsfeld doctrine, summed up largely as: “If we have fancier weapons, 
flying drone bots and GPS coordinated tank movements, we will win any and all 
military engagements,” is exposed as largely megalomaniacal fantasy that has 
already shown itself to be ill suited to the jobs it is trying to get done. Further 
more, he details the near impossibility of using a with a foreign military force 
to defeat an urban based insurgency made up of locals. Global implications: 

The US military, which backs up the worth of the USD (US dollar), which is 
the linchpin of global capitalism, falters in its ambitions, and therefore global 
capitalism itself is shown to be unstable. Western civilization as we know it will 
soon fall apart! 

I was ecstatic about this too. Goff recommends, hypothetically, that 
members of “Overdeveloped Country A” learn themselves in reconnaissance 
skills and firearm maintenance. “Cool!” I thought, in my fevered optimism. 
“We'll have to till the soil and defend it with our very lives. Neat!” I thought of 
how exciting it would be forging new self sustaining communities in the Pacific 
Northwest, independent of the omnipresent influence of capitulating political paradigms and corporate 
money incentives. I of course anticipated it would be a difficult, exhausting and possibly fatal process, but I 
was seeing the silver lining like the gleaming corona of a full eclipse. 

After all, we have no choice! “Socialism or barbarism... or fascism.” If the most alarming 
claims were right, if peak oil was for realz and global capitalism would soon falter like an Imperial AT-AT 
tangled in tow cable then I wanted to be prepared dammit! I mean, maybe it would turn out to all be de- 
ranged ranting... (and global warming a hoax created by Russian Weather Controlling machines!) BUT if it 
wasn’t the price of hot preparing seemed far too high. 

Then my period of joyfulness fizzled out... but I still had my Goff literature, my friends, and 
a future of increasingly limited possibilities to deal with. I spread the word and talked excitedly about our 
precarious future with friends, it was a future we would build! I had resolved that I would “stay and fight”, 
that I wouldn’t run off to Europe or Canada or some other safer seeming land unless everyone else I knew 
abandoned Portland first. It seemed a perfect place to transition into a better society: arable land, liberal 
consciousness and I grew up there! My mood swung radically from week to week, day to day as I tried to 
evaluate what it was really that I should do about all this. 


The USSR and Cognitive Dissonance 

Then I read Stan Goff’s “defense” of Stalinism. At this point I was more confident of his analysis 
of Stalinism than I was of his anti-pornography stance. After all, his argument was qualified by the assertion 
that Stalin’s regime hadn’t actually murdered 30 million people, that the figure was a gross inflation by 
Capitalist partisans eager to show that “Socialism was worth than Nazism”. Stan Goff insisted that if Russia 
had not rapidly industrialized it would have been “Africanized,” stripped of resources and intentionally kept 
underdeveloped by the western powers. I also reasoned that at the very least WWII may have lasted years 
longer if there had been no USSR to keep the Nazis from flowing into Asia (roughly 25 million Russians 
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died in WWII). I was not convinced of his hypothesis, but terrifyingly I WANTED to believe. I desperately 
searched the internet for more commentary along this line. It is not so much Goff’s “defense” of Stalin- 
ism that I in retrospect find disturbing, but my reaction. Eagerness to accept that such deliberate terror and 
systematic violence was not just “rational” but somehow “necessary” in the “big scheme of things.” It was 
statements such as this that were both compelling and provoking of cognitive dissonance: 

“Proper evaluation of the Soviet experiment, however, requires that it be set into the broad context of the 
twentieth century, a century of unprecedented bloodshed. Such an evaluation reveals that far from being the 
monsters they are often portrayed as, Soviet leaders such as Vladimir Lenin and Josef Stalin followed the 
only practical course of action to ensure the survival of their country.” 

That is, the survival of this abstract entity (from an Anarchist perspective.) I mean sure, also 
to avoid “Africanization,” no one wants to be Africa. But the arrogance and callousness of Empire lurked 
behind this reasoning. The USSR it seems to me, was not “Socialism in one country,” but Imperialism in 
fast-forward, an industrial colonialism that Swept across the continent using capitalist modes of production 
and Imperial means of persuasion. After reading a particularly poignant, almost romantic exposition on 
Stalin’s terror I was unable to even tell for sure whether the essay had been a defense of Stalinism rather 
than a subtle and poetic condemnation. I was sorta losing it at that point. I decided to go to bed and sort it all 
out at some later point. 

And so it came to pass, I was disenchanted pretty harshly with Mr. Goff. I would only fully real- 
ize how I had been relying on Goff’s writing as a means of ideologically grounding my politics after a visit 
to Powells City of Books. What did I have to fall back on, politically that is, after this ideological meltdown? 
Feminism. I found a book titled “The Demon Lover, on the Sexuality of Terrorism”. 

In “The Demon Lover” Robin Morgan talks about the masculine archetype of the warrior/hero/ 
martyr, and it’s prevalence in every major civilization for thousands of years. The masked vigilante in 
fiction: Zorro, the Lone Ranger, many super-heroes such as Batman, who “strike terror into the hearts of 
criminals everywhere.” In reality: The Zapatistas, Jihadists, the KKK, black clad Anarchists, all imitations in 
the vein of this archetype, even if they are trying to manifest different goals. She compares “male methods 
of struggle” with women led resistance (usually non-violent) throughout history, and how she feels the latter 
has usually made real progress on behalf of the most oppressed (women, children and racial minorities). She 
observes that terrorism is a tactic used both by stateless revolutionary groups and standing governments and 
that when the rebels actually succeed in a coup, their regime often merely assumes its place in the seamless 
continuum of state violence and oppression. She describes the narrative invoked by macho revolutionaries as 
the actions of the “rebel son against the tyrant father,” a narrative in which women do not even exist. 

She also describes how women are often drawn to these demon lover personas and talks about 
her own experience in radical revolutionary groups in the sixties before becoming’a feminist. These groups 
often enforced “non-monogamy,” as a post-modern excuse to pressure women 
into having sex with all the men within the group. Along with this sexism was 
the intoxication with becoming the violent martyr, delighting in the destruction 
of your enemies, even in your own obliteration, as long as it is for The Cause. 
She calls this the politics of Thanatos, the alternative being the politics of Eros 
(in which Life, rather than Death is embraced). Although I think these terms and 
other aspects of her analysis are somewhat simplistic, her main point was d 
home for me and made me realize how gratuitously I had drifted into militant 
fantasies in my pursuit of political rightness. 

This realization affected my entire mood, making me see how I had 
been only narrowly enjoying life for much of the past several months. Looking 
back, It seems like I was practically lusting for Armageddon, because it ap- 
peared to me that mass destruction had to precede change. A dangerous, perhaps 
arbitrary association that had converted any real sense of hope and optimism into 
a sort of frozen state, waiting to be thawed by the rising sun of some glorious 
cultural revolution. I mused that in the ecstatic period following my return to 
Portland I spent much of my time reading Goff’s book which seemed to imply 
just this and that perhaps my positive emotions and optimism had been irratio- 
nally associated with the book’s outlook. To me it seemed a perfect analogy for 
the mechanisms of organized religion and their notorious use of The Book, in 
which authentic feelings of awe and spiritual re-birth are harnessed by cynical 
bigots into political movements to demonize sexual minorities and get fascist 
warmongers 
into high office. 

In “The Demon Lover” Morgan also talks about her time meeting with 
women in refugee camps in the middle east whom she is told “have no interest 
in feminism,” a claim to which she poses contrary evidence. I definitely suggest 
the book, a new edition has been published for our post 9/11 word entitled “The Demon Lover: The Roots of 
Terror” with some added materiel. : 

It helped remind me that a truly revolutionary outlook is not characterized merely by adherence 
to stated principals but by a continuous revelatory process. By an ongoing effort to greater understand our 
world we can extend our vigilance and compassion into each succeeding moment, because anything else is 
settling for less. 
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The Meaning of Psychological Self Examination 

To put this story in a larger context I want to make it clear that I don’t see this tale as tracing my 
journey towards simple enlightenment out of dogmatic ignorance. Shortly prior to my obsession with Stan 
Goff’s particular brand of feminist-socialism I considered myself a generally skeptical person who was 
wary of the limited nature of my own perceptions and usuall y reluctant to swallow a whole body of literature 
and ideology as “truthful” seeming. Every moment in life we are making choices, but we are not always 
paying attention to them. I let myself fall in love with some words because I saw them providing answers to 
questions that haunted me. 2 

But neither is this merely a story about the dangers of blind faith. It is about a curious kind of 
forgetting I experienced. In an ironic but logical twist my skepticism seemed to turn against itself. I became 
skeptical of the skeptical attitude and (temporarily) abandoned it for a more hard line and ideologically solid 
leftist position voiced by Mr. Goff. This article is partially a plea to those who may be following a similar 
path; those former flower children who are reinventing themselves as militant radicals in hippy clothing: The 
Mysterion begs you to be aware that the psycho-spiritual ground you tread is hazardous! Don’t forget your 
idealistic roots and love always yourself and the community that surrounds you no matter how hopeless our 
situation may sometimes appear. 
Comments and discussion are appreciated and vital: themysterion@ gmail.com 
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Red Onion State Prison: Obstruction of Justice 
by Kevin "Rashid" Johnson 


“Our government is the potent, the omnipresent teacher. For good or for ill, 
it teaches the whole people, by its example. Crime is contagious. If the Government 
becomes a lawbreaker, it breeds contempt for the law: it invites every man to become a 
law unto himself. “ 

Olmstead v. U.S., 277 U.S. 439, 485 (1927) 


In April 2007 Richard Rowlette became the new Assistant Warden at Red Onion State Prison (ROSP). 
Rowlette had previously worked at ROSP inthe position of Security Chief from the time that the prison opened 
in 1998 until December 1999. During that time he was a principal administrative player and ringleader in the 
racist abuses that won ROSP its reputation for prisoner mistreatment. He was instrumental in helping ROSP 
gain national notoriety-as one of the country’s most abusive prisons. 

Since his promotion to Assistant Warden, I have filed an official complaint with Rowlette concern- 
ing ROSP officials refusing me telephone contact with two attorneys who had offered me their professional 
assistance. I presented a request to Rowlette to allow me to call these two lawyers. 

Months before, both of these lawyers had verified their credentials and their intent and efforts to 
advise and assist me in litigation against various ROSP staff, including my assigned counselor John Sykes and 
the chief warden Tracy Ray. One of these lawyers is Mr. Malik Shabazz. Upon being informed of my ongoing 
experiences of abuse at ROSP (abuse which is a response to my political activism and continuing exposure 
of abuses at the prison), Mr. Shabazz decided to support me. Mr. Shabazz happens to be the Chairman of the 
New Black Panther Party (NBPP), an organization with which I have no affiliation. 

Rowlette’s response was that if he had anything to do with it I’d never talk to a lawyer. When I 
pointed out that this was a basic constitutional right, he responded, “Your people have no rights.” I am New 
Afrikan (Black) so his meaning was obvious. I filed a complaint. I also filed a complaint about being denied 
contact with my lawyers for months, despite their repeated attempts to arrange legal calls with me. Rowlette 
responded to my complaint with a memo stating that my request to have confidential legal calls to these law- 
yers was “DENIED.” In this memo he rationalizes denying me legal calls by claiming that no attorney-client 
relationship exists between me and these lawyers. 

The memo states that unless I prove that they are actively representing me in litigation pending in a 
court of record in Virginia, I will be denied legal calls. It specifically states that a letter from a lawyer stating 
the she is representing me “will not suffice.” The memo also states, “Your request is further DENIED in regards 
to Mr. Malik Shabazz due to his involvement with the New Black Panther Party. To allow un-recorded phone 
calls between you and the President/Founder of the New Black Panther Party would present an unacceptable 
risk to the Security of this Facility.” j 

For the benefit of any doubters, I’ve attached a copy of Rowlette’s initialed memo. 

Rowlette’s memo breaks a barrel full of criminal laws. In Virginia it is a crime for any person to 
interfere with the relationship of confidence and trust that must exist between a lawyer and her/his client. It 
is also a crime for any one not licensed to practice law to present himself as qualified to give legal opinions. 
Both of these acts constitute the crime of “unauthorized practice of law.”! 

Rowlette has no legal training or authority to define the attorney-client relationship. He certainly 
cannot use any such unauthorized definition to block confidential communications between a lawyer and client. 
Indeed, the Virginia Supreme Court itself has defined what constitutes an attorney/client relationship. The court’s 


» definition is quite different from Rowlette’s. In the U.S., it is the function of the courts to define and interpret 


the laws and the functions of executives (including prison officials), to enforce and apply those laws. 
In its definitive document “Practice of Law in the Commonwealth of Virginia” (PLCV), the Virginia 
Supreme Court defines the attorney-client relationship as follows: 


“Generally, the relation of attorney and client exists and one is deemed to be 
practicing law whenever he furnishes to another advice or services under circumstances 
which imply his possession and use of legal knowledge or skill. 

“Specifically, the relation of attorney and client exists, and one is deemed 
to be practicing law whenever (1) One undertakes. ...to advise another...in any matter 
involving the application of legal principles to facts or purposes or desires. (2) One... 
undertakes, with or without compensation, to prepare for another legal instruments of 
any character...(3) One undertakes, with or without compensation, to represent the 
interest of another before any tribunal- judicial, administrative, or executive...” 


Rowlette’s memo presumes to overrule the high court’s definition of the attorney-client 
relationship. Using his unlawful definition, he has barred me from confidential contact with these 
lawyers. The bigger absurdity is the obvious Catch-22 in Rowlette’s position. A lawyer must 
be able to consult with a client in order to gather the information necessary to file a lawsuit for 
him/her. If lam blocked from confidential communications with lawyers, then they will never 
be able to bring litigation on my behalf. This is the real intent behind Rowlette’s game. 

As for Mr. Shabazz’s NBPP membership, Rowlette presents no evidence that this 
affiliation threatens prison security. As a federal lawyer, Mr. Shabazz is foremost an officer of 
the courts. If his private organizational affiliations conflicted with his professional status, Mr. 
Shabazz would not be permitted to maintain his legal license. 

Furthermore Rowlette has directed ROSP mailroom clerks to intercept, open, read, 
and refuse to send out mail that is clearly identified as “legal mail” intended for lawyers. These 
mailroom officials, based upon Rowlettes’ position, refuse to treat or process mail to and from 
lawyers as confidential legal mail — in blatant violation of VDOC mail policy. This is a federal 
crime, obstructing U.S. mails,? and violates my constitutional rights to free speech and to privacy 
in my legal mail. 


History of Abuse at Red Onion State Prison 


When ROSP first began operating in 1998, it developed almost instantly a nation-wide 
reputation for racism and abuses of its predominantly non-white prisoner population by its near 
exclusively white staff. 

In response to receiving a flood of letters from ROSP prisoners complaining of unjusti- 
fied transfers to ROSP and of frequent and widespread racism, brutality and general abuse, Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) attorney Jamie Fellner conducted an independent investigation into condi- 
tions at the remote Virginia prison. Virginia Department of Corrections (VDOC) officials refused 
to cooperate with the investigation. Ms. Fellner’s findings were set out in an April 1999 HRW 
report entitled Red Onion State Prison: Super-Maximum Security Confinement in Virginia? 

This report touched on the various abusive conditions and treatments suffered by 
ROSP prisoners and found that many of those assi gned to the prison did not meet the criteria for 


“super-max” confinement. Actually almost none did. 
Seven pages of the report focused on incidents and practices in the “Use of Force” at the prison. 
One incident described in that section stands out and is particularly relevant here: 

“One inmate told HRW that immediately upon arrival at Red Onion in Sep- 
tember 1998, he and other inmates were told to strip and permit a visual body search, 
including by spreading their buttocks. Female staff were present- indeed one was taking 
a video of the proceedings- and the inmate was reluctant to do as ordered in front of them. 
A captain shot him with a taser in the presence of the warden, associate warden and a 
major. After the inmate had been tasered, the major screamed in his ear, “Boy, you’re 
at Red Onion now,” and then told the other officers to “get that nigger out of here.” The 
inmate filed a grievance because he felt — correctly- the he should not have had to submit 
to a visual body strip search in front of female staff. 

“The inmate’s grievance was denied. The warden acknowledged that a 
taser had been used because the inmate hesitated to strip and thus ‘was failing to obey 
instructions.’ The denial was upheld by the regional director without comment ‘based 
on the information provided.’ There was no effort to suggest that application of physical 
force was warranted by any possibility of danger or that non-physical effort to persuade 
the inmate had been attempted and failed. The use of the taser appears more likely to 
have been a deliberate and malicious excessive use of force calculated to intimidate new 
arrivals to the facility. 

“In denying the inmate’s grievance, Warden George Deeds stated that post 
orders at Red Onion permit females to work at any post- in this case, assignment to the 
video camera. It is widely recognized, however that cross-gender strip searches violate 
inmates’ ‘individual dignity and right to privacy’. The warden’s policy at Red Onion 
ignores basic correctional principles and international standards prohibiting cross-gender 
strip searches unless in an emergency.” (pp. 21-22) 


The prisoner who was the victim of this abusive strip search and unwarranted attack was Rico FE. 
Holliday #135555. Indeed, most every prisoner assigned to ROSP during that time, including myself, were 
subjected to this cross-gender strip search process, during which it was often demanded that we repeatedly 
manipulate our genitals and spread our buttocks. 

These searches were conducted under threat of being immediately tasered» A taser was trained on 
us throughout the strip search process. We were bodily subdued and searched by force by a mob of guards who 
were always present and dressed out in full riot armor. We were then escorted to our new cell assignment. Most 
were literally dragged stark naked through the prison- while being observed nude by multitudes of guards, both 
male and female, as well as by other prisoners. 

The entire process was calculated to humiliate and terrorize new arrivals and convey the message 
that at ROSP we would comply without hesitation with any staff demands, no matter how abusive or arbitrary. 
If we failed to promptly comply or questioned the demands, we would be met with immediate overwhelming 
force and further humiliation. 

To convey this message these officials deliberately created a situation (for example the cross-gender 
strip searches) calculated to provoke our resistance or hesitation and thereby justify the premeditated intent to 
use Overwhelming force.* 

Before Abu Ghraib there was Red Onion. 


Richard Rowlette: Crime Time at ROSP 


The Major who was personally present ‘and supervised most of these intake strip searches- the 
very same major that screamed in Holliday’s ear and told guards to “get that nigger out of here,” was Richard 


Rowlette. 


ui 


Holliday subsequently filed and won a lawsuit concerning the incident. The court found that the 
officials had violated his constitutional rights, which is a federal crime.° Holliday was then transferred away 
from ROSP and hasn’t since returned. However, the multitudes of other prisoners who were subjected to the 
same treatments and worse, including myself, were granted no relief. 

In the wake of extensive bad media, the HRW report, and a U.S. Department of Justice investigation, 
Rowlette was assigned to another VDOC prison in Powhatan County, but not before he acted to settle a long 
standing vendetta he had against me. 

On December 6, 1999, the day before he left ROSP, and in a departing last show of power, Rowlette 
attempted to force me to talk to him at my cell door. I ignored him. I generally refuse to engage him in con- 
versation. This enrages him, as he believes he can intimidate prisoners to do whatever he demands.under threat 
of having them attacked by guards. 

Because I wouldn’t talk to him, Rowlette had two extraction teams of some 10 guards assembled at 
my cell in full riot armor, with two 50,000 volt electric shields and a 36 ounce canister of gas. Under his direct 
supervision and direction I was gassed for an entire hour while the entire canister was emptied into the cell. 
This level of gas was far in excess of the 6 grams that federal courts have found to be an “estimated lethal dose” 
when sprayed into a small closed-in cell.” He then had me sprayed with more gas from a smaller canister that 
guards generally carry on their sides. This was a clear attempt to torture and murder me by asphyxiation. 

I was then met with violent attack by the two teams of armored guards. After being restrained and 
strapped down to the bunk in 5-point restraints* for 48 hours (in the still contaminated cell), I was electrocuted 
repeatedly. For the entire two days in restraints I was denied water, meals, medication, and restroom breaks. 
This is all documented and on record in the U.S. District Court in Roanoke.? 

Rowlette had remarked that he had hoped I’d refuse to talk to him and that the attack he’d orches- 
trated was his “going away present” to me. His spell away from ROSP was merely a “cooling off period” and 
a token move by VDOC officials to create a public appearance of responding to abusive conditions at ROSP. 
Indeed, there was little effect on abuse levels after he left. 


Promoting Official Criminals as the Norm 


Rewarding criminally inclined prison officials in Virginia is the norm. For example, one guard, 
David Allen Taylor (a prior captain at ROSP), has been found guilty in several prisoner lawsuits of involve- 
ment in beatings and abuses of Black prisoners. In one such case, a prisoner Tyrone Shelton, #158647, won a 
monetary judgment against Taylor. The state not only paid the judgment for Taylor (your tax dollars at work), 
but he was promoted in the meantime from lieutenant to captain. Just this year, he was promoted again, to 
major, at one of the VDOC’s new prisons. 

Another guard, William Wright, is widely known for assaulting Black prisoners at ROSP while 
they are fully restrained. His attacks have resulted in broken bones, dislocations, lacerations, and other serious 
injuries. Wright was recently promoted from corporal to sergeant. 

Indeed an unmistakable pattern and longstanding trend in the VDOC is to promote guards who are 
being sued by prisoners for abuses- while they have litigation pending against them. This is a ploy to bolster 
the professional image of abusive guards in order to create bias in their favor. Furthermore, the state defends 
abusive guards against prisoner litigation no matter how obvious their guilt and no matter what their offense. 
And as occurred with David Taylor, the state pays any monetary judgments awarded; no wonder there is no 
fear of consequences for abuses. 

Most of the abuses at ROSP are captured on video-tape, but those records are routinely erased, 
which is a crime in Virginia.'° So where do the illegalities end and “justice” come into play? Rowlette won t 
be prosecuted forhis crimes. This contributes to the cavalier attitude of officials towards the very laws they are 
sworn to uphold. Indeed what is a man like Rowlette doing running a prison? Ain’t prisons in Amerika supposed 
to exist to punish and deter criminals? Where are all the tough on crime politicians when you need them? 


Power to the People! 


Notes 
(Endnotes) 
' In Part 6 Section II of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Virginia, “Introduction,” ec Siespwedhar Cammaneteast ‘any person 
practicing law without being duly authorized or licensed is guilty of a misdemeanor.” The statue under which this crime is 
enforced is Code of Virginia séction 54.1-3904. The Supreme Court has promulgated a set of Unauthorized Practice Rules 
(UPR) which outline some specific acts which constitute a criminal unauthorized practice of law. Rowlette’s actions violate 
the following UPR’s: 
“UPR 3-101. Attorney-Client Relationship”: (A) An agency shall not disrupt the relationship of confidence and 
trust which must exist between a lawyer and his client. 
“ UPR 9-101. Holding Out as an Expert: (A) A non-lawyer shall not hold himself out as authorized to furnish 
another advice or service under circumstances which imply his possession of legal knowledge. 
Prisoners also have a constitutional and civil privacy right to confidential telephone calls to their 
attorneys. See Tucker v. Randall, 948 F 2d. 388, 391 (7 Cir. 1991). 
* It is a federal crime to obstruct or delay delivery or processing of U.S. Mails. See Title 18 United States Code sections 
1702-1708. Prisoners have a constitutional right to privacy in mail to and from “any identifiable attorney either representing 
or being asked to represent a prisoner in relation to any criminal or civil problem.” See Taylor v. Sterrett, 532 P#2d 462, 474 
(S* Cir. 1976). 
* The entire report can be read and downloaded at the Human Rights Watch website at: 
http://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/redonion/ 
* The U.S. Constitution’s 8" Amendment protects prisoners form “cruel and unusual punishment.” The federal courts have 
ruled that officials violate the 8* Amendment when they deliberately “provoke an incident so as to allow” them to attack a 
prisoner “under the guise of maintaining order or defending” themselves. Miller v. Leathers, 913 F. 2d 1085, 1088 (4® Cir. 
1990). 
* As Holliday’s incident exemplifies, the abuses at ROSP cannot be dismissed as the actions of a few unsupervised low- 
level and approved by the VDOC’s highest administrators. The torture, sexual degradation and abuses at Abu Ghraib 
were dismissed as the acts of a handful of “renegade” soldiers acting without authority. These soldiers, when targeted for 
prosecution, contended that they were doing as instructed by high level military officials, which likely they were, just like at 
ROSP. 
° Under 18 United States Code, sections 241 and 242, it is a crime for prison officials to violate prisoners’ civil and 
constitutional rights. . 
? Based upon tests of os Eee experts, the federal courts have found that caustic gas is lethal in doses of just 6 
grams “in the confines of a small cell.” See Williams v. Benjamin, 77 F 3d 756, 764 (4% Cir. 1996). 
* 5-point restraints is a process where a prisoner is handcuffed and leg shackled to the frame of a steel bunk inside a cell 
spread eagle on his/her back. A thick strap is then secured across his/her chest to prevent the body from being able to raise 
up or move. 
° See case file of Kevin Johnson v. Page True, et al. 
'° Under Code of Virginia section 18.2-472 it is a crime for any “public officer” to make any false entry into or destroy any 
government record. Under this statute any such offense committed by an officer “shall” result in the permanent forfeiture of 
his office and he shall he forever barred from holding any public office in Virginia ever again. 


Journey to the Soul 
Opinions of a Quaker 


By Cimmeron Gillespie 


Quakers, informally known as The Society of Friends, form a close-knit group of followers, 
who maintain self-worship. Quakers are a protestant denomination and are most notably distinguished due 
to their manner of worship. The Quaker service has many churches, which function as traditional Christian 
meetings do; Quakers also have a notably unique second type: a gathering or meeting. It is this second type 
of worship, which will be expanded upon here. 

The Friends meeting is a gathering of fellows with a calling, a yearning for a deeper connection 
to God. The search is a striving for a connection to God and draws Quakers together. God is commonly 
referred to as Light, or Spirit, where all people are in the Light and surrounded by it, within and without. A 
common phrase, which speaks to the duality of God and individuals is, “We are all beings of light”. That 
is not to say that we are God, but rather we are all a piece of God, we all carry God. Quakers do not define 
God as a merely single corporeal being, but as a Spirit, or Light. As saints are male and female and as angels 
are perceived as male and female, it would follow that God is both male and female. Therefore it is not 
singular, but rather Light or Spirit. A simple way of conceptualizing this is that God can take many forms, 
and reveal itself at its time and place of choosing; God can take any form and cannot be limited to one single 
image but is rather a vastness of possibilities. It is this vastness of the Light that Quakers are drawn to. 

Friends assemble in silence, sitting in unadorned halls with plain and sturdy benches. The 
Friends do not believe that any one person is closer to God than any other; thus, there is no minister or 
preacher, but rather a collection of thoughtful searchers. Every Quaker is looking within, listening for the 
voice of God, or the vision of Light that is within them or their lives. When a Friend is moved by reflection 
or purpose, they rise and speak, then to resume sitting in silent, deep contemplation, listening from within. 

A study of Quaker silence has led to several historical stances to note. The primary realization of 
Quakers is a consistent refusal to partake in military service. This is based in moral conviction. The second- 
ary realization is in Quaker’s deep searches resulting in profound decisions. From early on, the Quaker 
communities had long searches about slavery, arriving at a moral conclusion of unacceptability long before 
the rest of the Nation’s discussion began. The history of Friends in the United States has been stereotyped 
as images of William Penn in Pennsylvania, or the Quaker oatmeal. Neither image is an accurate reflec- 
tion of modern Quakers. It is commonly assumed Quakers live like the Amish, or Mennonites, but thisis  - 
largely false. While Quakers do believe in living simply, they do not forsake modern equipment, clothing, 
or technology. Individuals may choose to live in various levels of technological advancement, but that is a 
personal, rather than an organizational or religious mandate. Quakers are known for simplicity. It is from 
this simplicity that they derive a deep moral connection, often referred to as connecting with the light. Their 
refusal of Military service (otherwise known as conscientious objection) and the practice of antislavery ex- 
emplify the results of this searching. One contemporary Quaker organization the AFSC (American Friends 
Service Committee) has the mission to find and eliminate the root causes of poverty, injustice, and war. The 
background of Quakerism is continued today through searching and meeting for worship. 

Sitting in a Quaker meeting is a simple thing, and involves listening within. Reflecting over 
recent events of ones life and looking deep inside, this practice creates an experience not unlike mediation. 
The silence in a meeting is deep, with many people turning inward, and collectively seeking something 
deeper. The connection to the Spirit is not a search only done in meeting, but one can find clarity with ones 
own experiences or another’s message of personal life. The individual search is something like a drive, 
which is something Quakers traditionally carry with them, inspiring an image of solemnity around The So- 
ciety of Friends. Douglas Heath says “By searching deeply inward to live more and more fully in the Light, 
they [Quakers] sought to fulfill that measure of Truth which they possessed... to live in Truth is to live in 
divine discontent. I feel uncomfortable when I am with a head and faculty who are contented, who have no 


-innovative experiments in mind, who seem to believe that the Kingdom has already arrived at their school” 


(The Peculiar Mission of a Quaker School p.9). If we ourselves are human, we are not God and we can 
always strive to be better. This teaching is perhaps the source of Quaker strength. 

The Society of Friends has a long history with much action. Quaker ideology is one of pacifism and non- 
violence. The silent search within many individuals has led to the insight that violence cannot be a practical 
solution. Simplicity and steadfastness are at the core of Friend’s philosophy. 


Post Note: This only begins to scratch the surface of Quaker thought and practice, for more 
information I recommend Friends for 300 years. People who are interested in Quakerism should do their 
own research. 


By Marcus Mayorga 
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MAD MOTHER - 1ST EDITION 


I’m a “MAD Mother” now, but I wasn’t always that way... 
I grew up in a small town in Idaho, raised by a conservative Christian family who taught me that our 
way was the right way. This is an outline of my evolution into reality. 


The beginning of the “Mother’s” evolution 
I stumbled through early life with preconceived notions and disturbing messages: 

° From four-year’s old on, I went to an Episcopalian Church with my mother. It was the one 
thing we always did together. I met many wonderful people there, but I eventually learned 
that their beliefs did not align with mine. They told me Mormons and some other churches 
were actually cults and that their membership would not go to heaven. 

° I grew up hearing racist slurs such as “nigger toes” for Brazil nuts, “spicks” and “dirty 
Mexicans” for Hispanics, and lots of Pollock jokes. My grandmother called indigenous 
people “dirty” or “nasty” Indians. We lived in a very small mostly Caucasian town. There 
were a few Basques, but they were fairly accepted in the area. When I was in high school 
an African American family moved into town. It was the first time I had been around an 
African American kid. He was younger than me, but I remember he had a really good 
sense of humor. I guess that’s how he dealt with living in a town full of white folks. 

* Other slurs that I heard were “fags,” “fruits,” and “fairies” for gay people. These slurs ran 
rampant through my school’s halls and were occasionally flung out at home and in social 
settings. 

¢ My junior high and high school had five groups: “jocks,” 
“stoners,” “goat ropers,” “band fags,” and “others.” Being 
“four-eyed” and new made it very difficult to break into 
these tight-nit groups. Most of the kids had grown up 
together and were already well established into their group. 
By eighth grade | finally felt accepted and in ninth grade 
I realized that I had friends in each of the groups and was 
accepted by most of the kids. 

° I learned from home and school that marijuana was an ex- 
tremely dangerous drug. While working on the high school 
paper, I was assigned an article on marijuana’s effects. Up 
to that point I had never even tried it. So I decided to write 
an article showing all sides of the issue. I interviewed 
some of my “stoner” friends and my doctor. Then I hit the 
weekend drag strip and scored a joint. My girlfriend and I 
rode our horses out into the desert and smoked the whole 
thing. I wrote the article based on these three viewpoints. 

° I was taught that “hippies” were drug addicts and tree hug- 
gers. I’m not sure now how they could be both, but that 
was the message I was given and believed. 


Huh??? The beginning of my spiritual awakening 

My spiritual awakening journey has been filled with many events and 
continues to grow each day. The following outlines situations that 
made me question my beliefs and spearheaded my personal growth 
from a religious outlook to a truly spiritual-being: 

* My father only attended church with us on very rare occa- 
sions until I was in Junior in high school. Then one day he 
was “saved.” I fully support any person’s spiritual growth 
and welcome the opportunity to discuss positive results. BUT...all of a sudden we were a 
religious-crazy house. Religious tapes blaring non-stop, and I began to feel pressured and 
depressed! Seriously, this was over the top! 

° I became very good friends with a Mormon girl from my school. She was a year older 
than me and very pretty, vivacious, and outgoing. She invited me to a Mormon dance 
at her church and I spent a few weeks getting to know her. I had been conditioned that 
Mormons would go to hell. This did not sit very well with me. The more I thought about 
it, the more unsettled I felt about my church’s view. 

° We changed churches when I was about fifteen to an interdenominational church whose 
Pastor moved me. There are some people, who are put on this Earth for inspiration, and 
this man was one of them. I respected and honored him. He empowered everyone he 
touched with positive energy. When I truly felt that I was reaching a spiritual awaken- 
ing....he died. I continued to attend and be involved in the church choir, bible studies, and 
services at least three-times a week. Then things went all to “hell!” 

* My mother was misled and used by a real estate firm owned by church members 
that recruited her and then basically screwed her out of all her investment. This 
plummeted our already failing family budget into a point of no return. We 
ended up losing our farm, house, horses, furniture, etc. 

° I started working for a church member’s company at 16. This man was a REAL 
piece of work! After a year of making excuses, I finally realized that he was 
hitting on me, always finding an excuse to touch me (YUK!). Sickened and 
disgusted, I quit my job. I mean really, a balding middle-aged man, who was 
married with three kids hitting on a 17 year-old girl all the while pretending he 
was an outstanding Christian man!! I was outta there!!!! 

° After all of these events occurred I was sitting in church one Sunday listening to 
the Pastor’s son (who had stepped into his father’s shoes after he passed) and I 
realized that I was counting the number of things he felt “his flock” should not 
do. It was like a slap in the face! I realized that all he preached were extremely 
negative messages and I didn’t need that. 

° So I left the church and wrestled with my spiritual feelings for many years until I came 
to the conclusion that: You do not have to be religious to be spiritual. You can embrace 
and learn from many beliefs — but this is important - DO NOT become enslaved to any 
religion, because it will limit your ability to be a truly spiritual individual. 


An Education for the “Mother” 

As I mentioned, I was raised by very conservative parents. It was very interesting when at 19 years 
old I moved to Alaska and my beliefs were actually challenged by friends. Imagine my surprise, 
when my girlfriend did not agree with me on political topics. This had never happened before. The 
discussion was about the death sentence. I had never considered that a person charged might actually 
be innocent...who are we to take a life? 


In Alaska I also learned about secret gay societies. My husband’s (now ex-husband) college room- 
mate (we’ll call him Troy) told us he was gay shortly after we were married. The funny thing about 
this is that my ex-husband used to always say (sometimes in front of Troy): “I can spot a fag a mile 
away.” My ex-husband was floored to discover that there was a gay society in his University dorm 
and that several of his friends were members of a gay society. One evening while hanging out with 
Troy and his roommate, I was introduced to cross-dressing. We were playing Trivial Pursuit and 
Troy’s roommate excused himself from the game and went into the back room to get ready to go out. 
An hour later he emerged as a beautiful woman. I was so shocked and amazed I practically needed a 
car jack to get my mouth closed. Because Troy and his roommate bravely came out to me (and this 
was in 1984!), I was able to overcome the conservative homophobic values that I was raised with and 
embrace my friends as wonderful human beings. 


Then I moved to Eugene, Oregon with my three-month old child. Talk about a culture shock! I’m ata 
laundry mat when a “hippie” woman approached me and provided the helpful advice that I should be 
feeding my daughter soy milk. I nodded, confused, and thought “what 
planet am I on?” 


I became friends with “hippies” in Eugene and learned that most of 
them were kind, caring, individuals. I started to appreciate their opin- 
ions and to realize that many of my new friends had evidence-based 
knowledge, and weren’t a bunch of freaks stumbling through life as 

I was taught. I learned that much of the information I had consumed 
growing up was based on conservative non-educated views; that I was 
raised by people who thought they knew it all and refused to look at the 
true-and sometimes disturbing facts. 


My experiences in Eugene continued my education into the “real” 
world and helped me become more accepting of all individuals and 
their opinions. For example I was exposed to homeless street people 

; for the first time. 

/ *“Barbie Doll Man” who tied Barbie dolls to his clothes and stretched 
his blanket out on 13" Street during the day. The funny thing about 
“Barbie Doll Man” was he didn’t like hand outs, especially from strang- 
ers. However, he'd take a cup of coffee from someone he knew and felt 
he could trust. — . 

* There was also “Parka Man” who got his name because no matter 
what the temperature was, he wandered town with a parka on, talking to 
himself. He would accept a humble offering but was also very sensitive 
to his situation. 

* My arrogant opinion was that giving homeless people money would 
not help them “he’ll just go buy booze with it” I thought. I mentioned 
this to a cook I worked with and was chastised by her. She shared with 
me that she used to be homeless and that helping someone, even if they 
do use the money for booze, etc., just may be keeping them alive long 
enough for them to get straightened out. That day, another conserva- ~ 
tive opinion I had been raised on was squelched, and from then on I gave whatever I could 
when I saw someone in need. 


I'm sorry to say that I voted for Reagan (yes, it’s true). I was following the path that I felt had been 
laid for me. I knew nothing of the issues, I was basically voting for him because that was what I was 
conditioned to do. After his first term I realized the error of my ways and changed parties. I tried to 
educate myself on issues that were important to me and started voting based on my beliefs instead of 
the beliefs that I was raised on. 


My first African American friend entered my life when I was about 28 years old. We were living 

in Bellevue, Washington in a condo and she moved into the condo below us with her Caucasian 
boyfriend. I quickly learned that some comments I made were perceived as racist by her. I also expe- 
rienced racism when_I was with her. 

* [remember one time we were walking when a truck drove by and threw a soda at us. 

° Another incident happened about a year after they moved in. It was her birthday and they 
were coming home from dinner when a bright red Cadillac with two black men followed 
them into the condo parking lot. My husband, daughter, and I had a movie cranked up 
when I heard screaming. First, | thought it was neighborhood kids, but I decided to take a 
look and stepped out onto the balcony. Below were two black guys beating the crap out of 
her boyfriend and she was under our balcony screaming. I called 911 and my husband bar- 
reled down the stairs to help. Later I learned that the men had followed them home, parked, 
and walked up to them. Then one of them said “what are you doing with that white trash” 
and punched her in the face! Then they started beating up her boyfriend! By the time the 
cops came they were long gone. 


These experiences have been the stepping stones into the realization that there is a lot to be MAD 
about. I’m mad about the way we treat each other; I’m mad about the environment and global warm- 
ing; I’m mad about healthcare; I’m mad about the homeless crisis; I’m mad about corporations taking 
advantage of the workers; I’m mad about taxes; I’m mad about racism. Over the years I have been 
appalled at the atrocities to mankind and the environment. I have come to the conclusion that sitting 
around bitching about these situations isn’t doing anything! It’s time for all of us to get MAD and do 
something about it!! 
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A Review of Zhe Great War for Civilization. The Conquest of the Middle East by Robert Fisk 


Robert Fisk’s Zhe Great War for Civilizationis one of the most 
important books I have ever read, and it is an amazing testament 
to Robert Fisk’s abilities as a writer, journalist, and histori- 
an. Fisk’s incredible experiences as a Middle East correspondent 
give us an impressive view of many of the Middle East’s most im- 
portant conflicts in recent history, while being complemented by 
Fisk’s scholarly accounts of the history of many conflicts in the 
region. The book’s size is telling: 1,038 pages, all filled with 
interesting information, stories, and experiences. While the 
book does give much information and many remarkable stories, its 
most important purpose is its criticism of governments and their 
horrifying conduct in these brutal conflicts, most importantly 
Western governments, which have long held the pretense that 
their actions in the Middle East are designed to bring peace and 
stability. Fisk shows how Western governments such as the U.S. 
and Britain have manipulated people’s perceptions and have in 
fact been the cause rather than the cure of many of the Middle 
East’s ills. 

Robert Fisk is a British journalist who has worked for 
the London paper Zhe /ndependentfor many years as a Middle East 
Correspondent. He is one of the most well respected journalists 
in the world, and has won a number of awards for his writing. 
Fisk is also well known for his damning critiques of the U.S. 
and British governments for their role in many of the atrocities 
that have been and continue to be taking place in the Middle 
East. Born in England, he has lived in Beirut for three decades 
and has reported on nearly every major conflict that has taken 
place in the Middle East in that time. He describes his experi- 
ences in the first page of the preface: 

I have spent much of my Life in wars..in Afghanistan, al 

watched the Russians fighting for their ‘international 

duty’ in a conflict against ‘international terror’..I re- 
ported from the front lines as the Iranians struggled 
through what they called the ‘imposed war’ against Saddam 

Hussein...1’ve seen Israelis twice invading Lebanon and then 

reinvading the Palestinian West bank in order, so they 

claimed, to ‘purge the land of terrorism.’ I was present 
as the Algerian military went to war with Islamists for 

the same ostensible reason, torturing and executing their 
prisoners with as much abandon as their enemies. Then in 

199@ Saddam invaded Kuwait and Americans sent their armies 

to the Gulf to Liberate the emirate and impose a ‘New 

World Order’ (p. xvii). 

Since then, he has seen conflicts in Bosnia, Afghanistan, and the 
second Iraq war and continues to live in Beirut, where he has 

: Lived since 1976. He writes: 
“Lebanon has a brutal history 
but it has been a place of 
great kindness to me. It has 
taught me to stay alive” (p. 
790). 

Among the many impor- 
tant figures Robert Fisk has 
met in his years as a jour- 
nalist is Osama bin Laden; 
Fisk is one of the few West- 
ern journalists to have ever 
interviewed bin Laden, which 
he did three times in the 
199@’s. One of the most in- 
teresting anecdotes in the 
book took place during his 
second interview with bin 
Laden. When he arrived, bin 
Laden told Fisk: “Mr. Rob- 
ert, one of our brothers had a dream. He dreamed that you came 
to us one day on a horse, that you had a beard and that you were 
a spiritual person. You wore a robe like us. This means you are 
a true Muslim” (p. 29). Fisk describes this as “one of the most 
fearful moments of my Life,” and “terrifying” because “it was 
both a trap and an invitation..I could not reject the ‘dream’ 
lest I suggest bin Laden was lying, yet I could not accept its 
meaning without myself lying” (p. 29). The significance of the 
event, as well as the suspected reason for bin Laden’s comment, 
is explained by Fisk: “a Westerner, a white man from England, a 
journalist on a respectable newspaper..would be a catch indeed” 
(p. 30). Luckily, Fisk was able to deftly handle the situation, 


- Fisk was able to conduct his 


replying: “Sheikh Osama, I am not a MusLlim..I am a journalist..and 
the job of a journalist is to tell the truth” (p. 30). Bin Laden 
accepted this response, and 


interview, noting Later that 
“in the years to come, his war 
would embrace the deaths of 
thousands of American civil- 
ians” (p. 2@). 

Throughout his experi- 
ences, Fisk has been witness to 
all kinds of shocking inhuman- 
ity, and his ability to write 
so rationally after the things 
he’s seen is extraordinary. As 
he writes: 

The direct physical 

results of all these 

conflicts will remain 

— and should remain — in 

my memory until I die. 

I don’t need to read 

through my mountain of 

reporters’ notebooks to 
remember the Iranian sol- 
diers on the troop train 
north to Tehran, holding 
towels to their faces and coughing up Saddam’s gas as. they 
read the Koran. I need none of my newspaper clippings to 
recall the father — after an American cluster bomb attack 
on Iraq in 20@3 -— who held out to me what looked like half 

a crushed loaf of bread but which turned out to be half a 

crushed baby (p. xviii). 

Fisk is highly critical of the way the media portray war and 
conflict in the Middle East. An image of war is carefully crafted 
to suit the needs of those who have a stake in such conflicts, 
and as Fisk writes: “Governments Like it that way” (p. xviii). 
His criticism of governments, especially those of the U.S. and 


Britain, is a constant theme throughout The Great War for Civiliza- 


tion. 
The long list of conflicts Fisk covers includes historical 
examples such as the 
Armenian genocide, the Algerian War of Independence, the 1953 
U.S. overthrow of Mossadegh in Iran, putting the Shah in power 
(a brutal dictator), and others, as well as more recent conflicts 
that he has covered such as the Russian invasion of Afghanistan, 
the Irag-Iran war, the first Gulf War, the Israel/Palestine con- 
flict, etc. More recently, he has criticized the American and 
British wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. He describes the ongoing 
war in Afghanistan as such: “the casualties in Afghanistan be- 
gan to mount. From Kandahar ever more frightful stories of chil- 
dren buried under ruins, of children torn to pieces by American 
bombs..the refugees spoke vividly of their fear and terror as our 
bombs fell on their cities. These people were terrified of our 
‘war on terror,’ victims as innocent as those who were slaugh- 
tered in the World Trade Center on September 11” (pp. 861-2). 
Fisk also criticizes the choice of allies in the “war on terror” 
in Afghanistan: “we so idolized the Northern Alliance, were so 
infatuated with them, supported them so unquestioningLy..that now 
we were immune to their history” (p. 863). The problems with the 
Northern Alliance are noted, such as the fact that “the Northern 
Alliance was responsible for more than 8@ percent of drug ex- 
ports from the country in the aftermath of the Taliban’s prohi- 
bition of drug cultivation” (p. 863). Also, “as soon as the U.S. 
Air Force bombed Mazar-e-Sharif, our Afghan allies moved into 
the city and executed up to 30@ Taliban fighters” (p. 864). But 
none of this compared with the horror that took place in Decem- 
ber 2001, when 
A new atrocity was revealed: up to 1,00@ Taliban survivors 
of Kunduz who had been taken to Sheberghan prison by the 
Alliance in sealed containers; almost all were suffocated 
to death-or were later shot-in the desert. Human rights 
officials and reporters found the mass grave at Dasht-e 
Leili in which they were buried. U.S. Special Forces of- 
ficers were said to have known of the killings-even been 
present-but declined to intervene” (p. 865). 
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The atrocities taking place in Afghanistan were only surpassed 
by America’s new war in Iraq, the second Gulf War, which Rob- 
ert Fisk also covered. Official justifications for the war are 
rightly refuted, such as the idea that we were going because we 
hate mass murdering dictators like Saddam: “for all these years, 
until the invasion of Kuwait in 1990-we in the West tolerated 
Saddam’s cruelty, his oppression and torture, his war crimes and 
mass murder. After all, we helped to create him” (p. 170). The 
war was fought for other reasons: “now we live in the American 


empire. Yes, this war was about oil. Yes, it was fuelled by fol- 
ly and arrogance and lies. 


But it was also about the desire...to 
project power on a massive scale, 
based on neoconservative fantasies, 
no doubt, but unstoppable, inexo- 
rable” (Cp. 999). 

Reporting from Iraq, Fisk 
was able to see how things devel- 
oped after the war had:started, 
writing “each morning in Baghdad, I 
would visit the city morgue. There 
would be twenty- sometimes thirty- 
fresh bodies arriving each day, 
sometimes whole families shot down 
or torn apart by suicide bombers 
or knifed to death or killed -at 
* American checkpoints” (p. 1,003). 
He also refutes the notion that 
» the war in Iraq was somehow about 
stopping terror, and notes how the 
war has only done the opposite: 
made more people in the Middle East 
hate the United States and created 
a larger number of terrorists. This 
affects his own life, living in 
Beirut, as he writes: “never had the Middle East been so fearful 
a place in which to live” (p. 1,034). 

Fisk’s job as a reporter in such dangerous environments 
has at certain points put himself in considerable physical dan- 
ger. On his way to Kandahar to cover the American invasion of 
Afghanistan, 
Abdulla. There, Fisk was surrounded by a crowd of — y Afghan: 
who associated Fisk’s appearance with that of the invaders, and 
was nearly beaten to death: 

I don’t think I’d ever seen so much blood before...The more 

I bled, the more the crowd gathered and beat me with 

their fists. Pebbles and small stones bounced off my head 

and shoulders..my head was struck by stones on both sides 
at the same time-not thrown stones but stones in the 

palms of stout men who were using them to try and break 
my skull. Then a fist punched me in the face, splintering 

my glasses on my nose... (p. 873) 

And it continues. But, Fisk was able to use his experience to 
find a way to escape: “and here I have to thank Lebanon. For 
twenty-five years, I had covered Lebanon’s wars and the Lebanese 
used to teach me, over and over again, how to stay alive. Take 

a decision, any decision, but don’t do nothing” (p. 873). Fisk 
quickly lashed out, punching several people in the face, and in 
the split second it took for the crowd to react, ran as fast as 
he could out of there, eventually finding his way to a Red Cross- 
Red Crescent convoy. 

The way in which Fisk reacted to this event has garnered 
a great deal of criticism and ridicule, especially from right 


wingers. An article in Zhe Independentwritten by Fisk included a 
line where Fisk stated: “if I was an Afghan refugee in Kila Ab- 
dulla, I would have done just what he did. I would have attacked 
Robert Fisk. Or any other Westerner I could find” (p. 875). Some 
people have condemned him as a racist, saying that Fisk thinks 
beating up people simply because they are white is justified 
since white people invaded Afghanistan. But my interpretation is 
simply that Fisk understands why these people did what they did 
to him, which does not mean he thinks what they did was justi- 
fied. The Wall Street Journal had one of the most outrageous pieces, 
entitled “A self-Loathing multiculturalist gets his due,” stat- 
ing “you’d have to have a heart of stone not to weep with Laugh- 
ter,” and claiming that “the ‘Fisk doctrine’..taken to its logi- 


cal conclusion, absolves of responsibility not only the perpe- 
trators of September 11 but also Taliban supporters” (p. 875). 
Fisk has faced similar dim witted criticisms his entire career 
(the term “fisking” was invented by right-wing bloggers who define 
it_as refutin 


an_argument point for point, which they clai 


Fisk’s car broke down in a refugee camp called Kila. 
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the Middle Past or a COnfters that are Boing on now, and for 


an easy task with Fisk’s writing), and has responded to them, 
pointing out the hypocrisy of many of his detractors: “merely to 
suggest that Washington’s policies in the Middle East, its un- 
conditional support for Israel, its support for Arab dictators, 
its approval of UN sanctions that cost the lives of so many 
Iragi children, might lie behind the venomous attacks of Septem- 
ber 41% was an act of evidl’% (p. 839). 

In covering the Israel/Palestine conflict, Fisk wrote “I. 
think it’s the psychological effect of violence that always hits 
first, the sudden realization that human beings intend to hurt 
each other” (p. 486). After more than a quarter century of re- 
porting from the area of the world which is most known for vio- 
lence, Fisk’s ability to continue writing sanely in such intense 
psychological situations is one of the most impressive aspects 
of his personality. He combines anvil _war nar — a 


anyone who wishes to understand and hopefully affect the world 


we Live in today, I would strongly recommend reading Robert 


Fisk’s book. Although it is very long, it is well worth the ef- 
fort. 


Natty Clucas 


Don't forget to come to our meetings... 


Mondays at 5:00 in the Suite | of the EMU 
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ree-tment said, “The nation behaves well if it treats the natural re- 
By: Cims Gillespie sources as assets which it must turn over to the next generation 
: $ : increased and not impaired in value”. Timber has its place, 
The forests of Oregon are falling down, right here in which is to grow. When strip logging destroys national heri- 
our own back yard!* While Eugene is a powerful testament to the tage, why continue? In small amounts the logging practice can 
beauty of trees in the urban setting, our own University has be sustained, but the destruction 


decided it doesn’t like trees. of massive swaths of land is a dis- 


For being a “Green” campus, the ; grace to our species. The practice 
University has played an awfully University of Oregon of total logging, or clearcutting, 


large hand in hacking down trees. |] “oan x ——— agentes Treeset Soaps destroys tremendous amounts of 
Similarly, the city of Eugene has ron iP habitat, the common animals, and 
engaged in a tree cutting frenzy. endangered species alike. 

The new precedence of arboreal Much as the National For- 
carnage has been opening the door est service may try to protect the 
to development, and closing the forests, their idea that ancient 
door to a healthy environment! forests are not as valuable as the 

Our school has many old sale of the timber has led to the 
trees, but few good policies. Many bad practice of excessive logging. 
trees that haven taken more than Even if the service valued trees at 
a century to grow have been cut their aesthetic and natural value, 
down to make way for campus en- the Land they sell cannot be ef- 
hancement. The additions to build- fectively monitored for endangered 
ings seem to take precedent to the habitat or species (groups like 
needs of trees on campus. Just NEST have made a private effort to 
compare a tree map to one thirty do just that and ensure that the 
years ago (as seen to the right, forest service does their job). 
where x’s are downed trees). The direct habitat may or may not 
Trees are not weeds which can be be destroyed, but relative habi- 
cut down and replaced the next tat is damaged in every “harvest”. 
year. Rather, trees take decades The grazing and hunting of animals 
to reach maturity and frequently is over many miles, so when the 
centuries to reach their full hunting grounds are destroyed the 
majesty. To cut down a tree is to animals must search further, which 
weaken the already small arboreal causes animal/human border en- 
community. “I have watched this croachment issues. Thé*relative im- 
University cut.and hack the trees, pact can strain the ecosystems»and 

* destroy the ability of 
animals to continue their 
routine. 

Some trees die of 
e2 root rot, or old age, 
= or simply become a haz- 
= ard. The number of trees 
slated for removal is 
ee not equal to the number 
of sick trees. The “haz- 
= ards” could be prevented 
if the city wanted to, 
like in the instance of 
the ancient tree in the 
s=— Rose garden supported as 

= a monument. The forest 
ses harvests are especially 
es brutal. After Leaving a 
site, the harvest crews 
BS a=" frequently leave Large 
pert eee Hiles of debris, which 
they deem unusable. 

The waste of the 
Logging industry is harm- 
> ful to the environment, 
and a culture now sur- 
rounded by cement. When 
people cannot see the 
roots from which Life 

, fa sustains us, how can 
there be appreciation of greater Life? Urban forests are few 
and far between, so when a single tree gets cut down, its impact 
_is far more significant. On campus, when a tree falls to storm, 


* SBAST arty a 


sities development,” 
says Bill Snyder long 
time Eugene Resident andy: 
UO student. 

If the treat- 
ment of trees on cam- fax 
pus is any reflection of Pay 
greater national forest-', 
ing standards and the 
care students show for 
it, our national heri- 
tage is doomed. The BLM * 
is constantly “lending” 
land for multi-purpose 4° 
uses Like hiking, camp- 
ing, and harvest. The 
way we are headed, the 
sound of a chain saw in Sees 
a national forest will 
become more common than 
the chirp of birdsong f 
and already has. Ecosys-& 
tems which took mil- 
lennia to evolve, have 
been decimated in three & 
centuries by harvest, 
and fifty years by pollu-—~ 
tion. It was said when 
the pilgrims from Europe 
arrived in the “Ameri- 
cas”, a squirrel could 
hop branch-to-branch 


from the Atlantic to the = Clon eee . ~- or is at risk of being felled, plant two in its place. The maj- 

Mississippi. The Logging esty of the forest is a piece of national heritage, to protect 

practices have proven that if you cut a plant faster than it can gq forest is an act of patriotism. Those ecopatriots who defend 

regenerate, it will decline. The decline in the Americas has the forests should travel in our hearts with honor. Those who 

been the destruction of nearly all the east coast forests. seek to destroy the environment for profit should be considered 
The revenue of the forest companies has generated a power- the terrorist. 

ful Lobby, encouraging the opening up of forestland to harvest. One needs only look at the aerial shots to see the results 


The mass logging of forests is a powerful revenue generator and of forestry practice. So decide for yourself, at the University 
there is a surge of jobs surrounding the logging. However, this of Oregon, track the trees, the buildings and the destruction. 
surge is temporary and will only last as long as the trees do. Qur world is one in a precarious balance, with increasing pres- 
The idea of sustainable 2 Forestry is not new, Teddy Roosevelt sure on the side of detrimental ends. 
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